
     

 

Our Clergy, Staff, and Lay Leadership Welcome You!      
 

  Jill L. Maderer, Senior Rabbi  
Eli C. Freedman, Rabbi  
Rita Glassman, Cantor 

Alan D. Fuchs, Rabbi Emeritus  
William I. Kuhn, Rabbi Emeritus 

Henry B. Bernstein, President  
Jeffrey W. Katz, Executive Director 

Jennifer D. James, Director of Youth Education 

Andrea S. Miller, Buerger Early Learning Center Jewish Engagement  
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Shabbat Morning Service 
 

Introduction to the  
Saturday Morning Service 

  
  

 
 
Often, at the Saturday morning service, we celebrate a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, a 13 year 
old’s rite of passage into Judaism. “Bar Mitzvah” literally means “son of the 
commandment.” “Bar” is “son” and “Bat” is “daughter.” “Mitzvah” is “commandment” 
in Hebrew. 
 

The Bar/Bat Mitzvah ceremony formally marks the occasion when one has the right to 
take part in leading religious services and to perform mitzvot/commandments. It is an 
opportunity to welcome the man/woman into our congregation as an official member of 
the Jewish community.   
 
In its earliest and most basic form, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah is the celebrant's first Aliyah 
(literally “going up”), the honor of saying the blessings before and after the reading of 
the Torah (the handwritten scroll of the 5 books of Moses). The Torah is the first part of 
the Hebrew Bible, also known as the Tanakh, which also includes the Prophets (e.g. 
Jeremiah, Isaiah) and the Writings (e.g. Psalms, Proverbs).   
  
At Rodeph Shalom, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah student learns and recites the weekly Torah  
portion and the haftarah portion (selection from the Prophets) in its traditional chant 
(trope). In our congregation, the celebrant also leads part of the service and gives a 
D’var Torah (literally a “word of  Torah”), commonly referred to as the Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah speech. This speech gives the students a chance to speak about lessons that can 
be learned from reading, and interpret the weekly Torah portion. 
 
A Bar/Bat Mitzvah is not the goal of a Jewish education, nor does it mark the end of a 
person’s Jewish education. Rodeph Shalom encourages our teens to stay involved 
through high school, and offers further educational programs that culminate in a 
confirmation ceremony. It is customary to wish a hearty Mazel Tov (wish of 
congratulations) to the Bar/Bat Mitzvah and their families. Congregation Rodeph 
Shalom wishes you a Shabbat Shalom – peaceful Sabbath.  
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Saturday, Shabbat Morning Service 
 December 19, 2020 

 
 
Led by:     Rabbi Jill Maderer, Rabbi Eli Freedman, 
    Cantor Rita Glassman 
 
B’nai Mitzvah:   Laila Elizabeth Miller 
    daughter of Jennifer & Alan 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Laila Elizabeth Miller, daughter of Jennifer & 
Alan Miller and sister of Ella, will become a 
Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, December 19. Laila 
is a 7th grader at Welsh Valley Middle School  
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Shabbat Morning Torah Reading 
Mikeitz: Genesis 41:17-28 

ד  17 ֹ֖ י ֹעמ  י ִהְנִנֵ֥ ֲחֹלִמִ֕ ף ַּבַֽ ֵ֑ ה ֶאל־יֹוס  ר ַּפְרֹעֹ֖ ֵ֥ ַוְיַדּב 
ר:  ת ַהְיֹאַֽ ַבע  11ַעל־ְׂשַפֵ֥ ר ֹעֹל֙ת ֶׁשֵ֣ ֵ֣ה ִמן־ַהְיֹאֹ֗ ְוִהּנ 

יָנה  ַאר ַוִּתְרֶעֹ֖ ת ֹּתֵ֑ ר ִויֹפֵ֣ ֹות ָּבָׂשֹ֖ ָּפ֔רֹות ְּבִריאֵ֥
חּו:  ֹות  19ָּבָאַֽ רֹו֙ת ֹעלֵ֣ ַבע ָּפ֤רֹות ֲאח  ה ֶׁשֵ֣ ְוִהּנ ֵ֞

ר  ֹות ָּבָׂשֵ֑ ד ְוַרּקֵ֣ ַאר ְמֹאֹ֖ ֹות ֹּתֹ֛ ן ַּדּ֨לֹות ְוָרעֵ֥ יֶה֔ ֲחר  ַאַֽ
ַע:  ִים ָלֹרַֽ ֶרץ ִמְצַרֹ֖ ָּנה ְּבָכל־ֶאֵ֥ ֹ֛ יִתי ָכה  א־ָרִאִ֧ ַֹֽ ל

ת  22 ֵ֣ ֹות א  ָרעֵ֑ ֹות ְוָהַֽ ַרּקֹ֖ ְלָנ֙ה ַהָּפ֔רֹות ָהַֽ ַוּתֹאַכ֨
ת:  ֹות ַהְּבִריֹאַֽ אֹׁשנֹ֖ ֹות ָהִרַֽ ַבע ַהָּפרֹ֛ אָנה  21ֶׁשִ֧ ֵֹ֣ ַוָּתב

ָנה  אּו ֶאל־ִקְרֶּב֔ א נֹוַד֙ע ִּכי־ָבֵ֣ ֹ֤ ָנה ְול ֶאל־ִקְרֶּבֹ֗
ץ:  ִאיָקַֽ ה ָוַֽ ר ַּבְּתִחָּלֵ֑ ֲאֶׁשֹ֖ ע ַּכַֽ ן ַר֔ יֶהֵ֣ ֶרא  22ּוַמְרא  ֹ֖ ָוא 

ד  ת ְּבָקֶנֵ֥ה ֶאָחֹ֖ ים ֹעֹלֹ֛ ַבע ִׁשֳּבִלֹ֗ ֵ֣ה ׀ ֶׁשֵ֣ י ְוִהּנ  ֲחֹלִמֵ֑ ַּבַֽ
ֹות:  ת ְוֹטבַֽ ֹאֵ֥ ֹות  23ְמל  ים ְצנֻמֵ֥ ַבע ִׁשֳּבִל֔ ֙ה ֶׁשֵ֣ ְוִהּנ 

ם:  יֶהַֽ ֲחר  ֹות ַאַֽ ְמחֹ֖ ים ֹצַֽ ֹות ָקִדֵ֑ ֹות ְׁשֻדפֵ֣ ַּדּקֹ֖
ְען 24 ַבע  ַוִּתְבַל֨ ת ֶׁשֵ֥ ֹ֛ ת א  ים ַהַּדֹּק֔ ָ֙ ַהִּׁשֳּבִלֵ֣

ין  ֵ֥ ים ְוא  ַחְרֻטִּמ֔ ֹאַמ֙ר ֶאל־ַהֵ֣ ֹות ָוַֽ ים ַהֹּטבֵ֑ ִּׁשֳּבִלֹ֖ ַהַֽ
י:  יד ִלַֽ ֹום  25ַמִּגֹ֖ ה ֲחלֵ֥ ֙ף ֶאל־ַּפְרֹע֔ אֶמר יֹוס  ֹ֤ ַוּי

יד  ה ִהִּגֵ֥ ים ֹעֶׂשֹ֖ ֱאֹלִהֹ֛ ר ָהַֽ ת ֲאֶׁשִ֧ ֵ֣ ּוא א  ד הֵ֑ ה ֶאָחֵ֣ ַּפְרֹעֹ֖
ה:  ָּנה  22ְלַפְרֹעַֽ ַבע ָׁשִני֙ם ה ֔ ת ֶׁש֤ ת ַהֹּטֹבֹ֗ ַבע ָּפֹרֵ֣ ֶׁשִ֧

ֹום  ָּנה ֲחלֹ֖ ֵ֑ ים ה  ַבע ָׁשִנֹ֖ ת ֶׁשֵ֥ ִּׁשֳּבִלי֙ם ַהֹּטֹב֔ ַבע ַהַֽ ְוֶׁש֤
ּוא:  ד הַֽ ת  27ֶאָחֵ֥ ָרֹעֹ֜ ַרּ֨קֹות ְוָהַֽ ֹות ָהַֽ ָּפרַ֠ ַבע ַהַ֠ ְוֶׁשֵ֣

ַבע  ָּנה ְוֶׁש֤ ַבע ָׁשִני֙ם ה ֔ ן ֶׁש֤ יֶהֹ֗ ֲחר  ת ַאַֽ ֹעֹלֵ֣ ָהַֽ
ַבע  ּו ֶׁשֹ֖ ְהיִ֕ ים ִיַֽ ֹות ַהָּקִדֵ֑ ֔קֹות ְׁשֻדפֹ֖ ר  ִּׁשֳּבִלי֙ם ָהַֽ ַהַֽ

ב:  ֵ֥י ָרָעַֽ ְרִּתי  21ְׁשנ  ר ִּדַּבֹ֖ ר ֲאֶׁשֵ֥ ּוא ַהָּדָב֔ הֵ֣
ה  ה ֶהְרָאֵ֥ ים ֹעֶׂשֹ֖ ֱאֹלִהֹ֛ ר ָהַֽ ה ֲאֶׁשִ֧ ֶאל־ַּפְרֹעֵ֑

ה:  ֶאת־ַּפְרֹעַֽ

17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my 
dream, I was standing on the bank of the 
Nile, 11 when out of the Nile came up 
seven sturdy and well-formed cows and 
grazed in the reed grass. 19  Presently 
there followed them seven other cows, 
scrawny, ill-formed, and emaciated—
never had I seen their likes for ugliness in 
all the land of Egypt!  22  And the seven 
lean and ugly cows ate up the first seven 
cows, the sturdy ones; 21  but when they 
had consumed them, one could not tell 
that they had consumed them, for they 
looked just as bad as before. And I awoke.   
22 In my other dream, I saw seven ears of 
grain, full and healthy, growing on a  
single stalk; 23 but right behind them 
sprouted seven ears, shriveled, thin, and 
scorched by the east wind.  24  And the 
thin ears swallowed the seven healthy 
ears. I have told my magicians, but none 
has an explanation for me.”  25  And  
Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Pharaoh’s 
dreams are one and the same: God has told 
Pharaoh what He is about to do.   
22 The seven healthy cows are seven 
years, and the seven healthy ears are seven 
years; it is the same dream.  27 The seven 
lean and ugly cows that followed are  
seven years, as are also the seven empty 
ears scorched by the east wind; they are 
seven years of famine.  21  It is just as I 
have told Pharaoh: God has revealed to 
Pharaoh what He is about to do.  
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In Memoriam:  December 13 to December 19, 2020 
Yahrzeit (anniversary of death) 

Shloshim (30 days of mourning) 

May the source of peace send peace to all who mourn and comfort to all who are bereaved. 

Peggy Rose Aaron 
Hattie Lindy Adler 
Eve W. Anathan 
Vivian Auritt 
Augustus Bacharach 
Marvin Barsky 
Millicent Barsky 
Carl Bauer 
Arthur A. Beildeck 
Muriel H. Beissinger 
Samuel Bellet 
Louis Bernstein 
Rose Bishow 
Minnie Feinberg Blake 
Arthur Blatt 
Joseph Bloom 
Jerome Breslin 
William H. Bunten 
Celia Chaffetz 
Jacob Cohan 
Sadie Cohen 
Thelma Cohen 
Albert Davidow 
Charles B. Davis 
Frank Dilsheimer 
Harry (Bud) Eisenstaedt 
Henry Fernberger 
Lotta Fernberger 
Meyer Fleisher 
Rose Freed 

Herbert D. Gedrich 
David S. Gerber 
Moritz Gerschel 
Greil Gerstley 
Robert Graham Gitchell 
Florence Langsdorf Glaser 
Donald Goldenberg 
Delia A. Gruenstein 
Anne B. Guberman 
Gerald "Jerry" Gushner 
Michael Hassler 
Phyllis Kaniss 
Samuel Kanoff 
Bradley Steven Katz 
Catherine Kemple 
Benjamin Kleinbard 
Rose F. Langstadter 
Sally P. Lavine 
Esther Lazar 
Joseph Light 
Sara Lipner 
Anthony Magaziner 
Roberta Lee Magaziner 
Herbert E. Mann 
Zachary Martin 
Celia Scheiffler Miller 
Herbert L. Mufson 
Morton A. Netter 
Estelle Ostroff 
Hannah Pearlman 

Judith B. Petty 
Gertrude Speier Reich 
Clarence K. Reinheimer 
Ida Mae Resnick 
Sadie Robinson 
Nancy Rosen 
Leon Rosenbaum, Jr. 
Lizzie Rosenstein 
Edward Rubin 
May Broude Schorr 
Frances L. Sherman 
Bertha Slochowsky 
Irv Smiler 
Leonard Arthur "Bob" Snyder 
Ida Jones Springer 
Fannie Stein 
Harry Steinig 
Louis Stiefel 
Louis Allen Teller 
John M. Thalheimer 
Rose Waldman 
Emma Frank Weil 
Pauline Goldstein Weinberg 
George Weisberg 
Sara Welsch 
Barbara K. Winer 
Edwin Wolf 
Herman Wolf 
Lillian D. Zabawa 
Richard J. Zander 

   

Alan S. Berg 

Hilda Gross 

 

 

 

Howard Lipschutz                        

Aaron Pardys                                 

 

 

John Stamm  
Johnne Tint      
Shirley Traum 
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Discover the Rodeph Shalom Vision Statement 

♦ Immersed in Jewish time ♦ Guided by enduring values ♦ Compelled to moral action 

We create profound connections 

Immersed in Jewish time 
Sustained by the sacred rhythms of the Jewish year, pivotal moments of the Jewish life 
cycle, and generations of Jewish history, we are part of something greater than ourselves. 
Living in Jewish time teaches us how to express meaning in the everyday, to gather as a 
community, and to walk with each other through the joys and sorrows of our lives. 
 
Guided by enduring values 
The timeless wisdom of our tradition inspires our intentional quest for truth, 
righteousness, and purpose amid the uncertainties we face in our world. We dedicate 
ourselves to Judaism’s ethical messages to treat each other with loving-kindness. The 
faithful, the skeptic—and those who perceive God in different ways—wrestle to renew 
the teachings of Torah for our present and for the future of the Jewish people. 
 
Compelled to moral action 
In a broken world, we commit to be a voice of conscience and to engage in the work of 
social justice. From our doorstep to our neighborhood and beyond, we welcome the 
stranger and embrace our responsibility to connect with and learn from others. 
 
We create profound connections 
We seek meaning in shared experiences and cherish our diverse perspectives. We who 
are new to synagogue life or have extensive Jewish backgrounds; we who are Jewish or 
who share our lives with Jews; we who live within different family constellations, who 
are of all abilities, gender identities, sexual orientations, races, and generations: we enter 
the synagogue to celebrate, to learn, to laugh, to heal, to pray, to challenge ourselves,  
and to connect with others about the deepest questions of our lives. 

https://rodephshalom.org/vision/


     

 

Welcome to Congregation Rodeph Shalom 
 

Who is welcome here at Congregation Rodeph Shalom? 

 If you are 3 days old, 32 years old, or 123 years old… 

 If you have never stepped foot in a synagogue, or if this is your 1222th time here… 

 If you are Jewish, or not…   

 If you are faithful, doubting, or seeking… 

 If you are single, married, with kids or without, divorced, widowed, or partnered…   

 If you are black, brown, white, Latinx, Asian, or something else…  

 If you are queer, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, questioning, or straight… 

 If you have, or had, addictions, or have family members struggling… 

 If you live in Center City, the suburbs, or you’re just visiting our city… 

 If you are a student, looking for a job, or in a successful position… 

 If you are fully-abled, disabled, or a person of differing abilities… 

You are welcome here at Rodeph Shalom! 

We would like to follow-up with you...  

Please contact: Melissa Erlick, Membership Manager, via email at 
merlick@rodephshalom.org or 227-932-7212. 
 

 I’d like to learn more about Rodeph Shalom. 

 I’d like to know how to become a member of Rodeph Shalom. 

 I’m interested in enrolling my child in Buerger Early Learning Center  

 I’m interested in enrolling my child in Berkman Mercaz Limud (religious school). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

www.rodephshalom.org    215-227-2747 
Facebook: Congregation Rodeph Shalom   Blog: rodephshalom.org/blog 

 

mailto:merlick@rodephshalom.org
rodephshalom.org
https://rodephshalom.org/membership/
https://rodephshalom.org/buerger-early-learning-center/
https://rodephshalom.org/berkman-mercaz-limud-k-7th-grade/
https://rodephshalom.org/
https://www.facebook.com/congregationrodephshalom/
https://rodephshalom.org/blog/

