
     

 

Our Clergy, Staff, and Lay Leadership Welcome You!      
 

    Jill L. Maderer, Senior Rabbi (she/her) 
Eli C. Freedman, Rabbi (he/him) 

Bradley D. Hyman, Cantor (he/him) 
Alan D. Fuchs, Rabbi Emeritus (he/him) 

William I. Kuhn, Rabbi Emeritus (he/him) 
Jonathan M. Broder, President (he/him) 

Jeffrey W. Katz, Executive Director (he/him) 
Jennifer D. James, Director of Youth Learning and Engagement (she/her) 

Andrea S. Miller, Buerger Early Learning Center Jewish Engagement (she/her) 
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Shabbat Morning Service 
Introduction to the  

Saturday Morning Service 
  
Often, during our Saturday morning service, we celebrate b’nai 
mitzvah.  In Jewish tradition, this is when a young person begins 
to take on the rights and responsibilities of an adult in the 
religious community at the age of thirteen.  At that age, those who identify as boys 
become “bar mitzvah,” which means a “son of the commandments.”  Those who 
identify as girls become “bat mitzvah,” or “daughter of the commandments.”  The 
plural is “b’nai mitzvah” – children of the commandments – which also is a term used 
by some children who identify as non-binary or gender fluid. 
  
The b’nai mitzvah ceremony formally marks the occasion when one has the right to 
take part in leading religious services and the responsibility to perform mitzvot 
(commandments). It is an opportunity to welcome the young person into our 
congregation as a full spiritual member of the Jewish community.   
  
In its earliest and most basic form, a b’nai mitzvah is the celebrant's first aliyah 
(literally “going up”), the honor of saying the blessings before and after the reading of 
the Torah (the handwritten scroll of the 5 books of Moses). The Torah is the first part of 
the Hebrew Bible, also known as the Tanakh, which also includes the Prophets (e.g. 
Jeremiah, Isaiah) and the Writings (e.g. Psalms, Proverbs).   
 

At Rodeph Shalom, a b’nai mitzvah student learns and recites the weekly Torah portion 
and the haftarah portion (selection from the Prophets) in its traditional chant (trope). 
The celebrant also leads part of the worship service and gives a d’var Torah (literally a 
“word of Torah”), which is a teaching that reflects their understanding of their Torah 
portion and how it applies to life today.   
  
B’nai mitzvah generally occurs during 7th or 8th grade.  At Rodeph Shalom, Jewish 
learning continues through 12th grade and culminates in a special community 
celebration of all that the teens have learned and the relationships they have built. 
 
It is customary to wish a hearty “mazel tov” (wish of congratulations) to the b’nai 
mitzvah and their families. Congregation Rodeph Shalom wishes you a Shabbat Shalom 
– a peaceful Sabbath.  
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Saturday Shabbat Morning Service 
October 26th, 2024 

 
 
Led by:     Rabbi Eli Freedman, Cantor Brad Hyman 
 
Bat Mitzvah:   Eva Madeline Kawut,  
    daughter of Liz Platzker & Steven Kawut  
 
Board Representative:  Ned Hanover 
 
 
Eva Madeline Kawut, daughter  of Liz Platzker  & Steven Kawut, will become a 
Bat Mitzvah on Saturday, October 26th. Eva is an 8th grader at AIM Academy. For her 
mitzvah project, she sewed 25 pillowcases by hand for Ryan’s Case for Smiles, which 
distributes brightly colored pillowcases for children requiring prolonged hospitalization 
for serious illnesses. Eva says the most meaningful part of her Bat Mitzvah journey at 
Rodeph Shalom has been spending time with her father and mastering all of the prayers. 
 
 

Today’s bimah flowers are sponsored  
by Liz Platzker and Steven Kawut in honor of  
Eva Madeline Kawut becoming a bat mitzvah.  
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1 When God began to create heaven and 
earth— 2 the earth being unformed and 
void, with darkness over the surface of the 
deep and a wind from God sweeping over 
the water— 3 God said, “Let there be 
light”; and there was light. 4 God saw that 
the light was good, and God separated the 
light from the darkness. 5 God called the 
light Day and called the darkness Night. 
And there was evening and there was 
morning, a first day. 6 God said, “Let there 
be an expanse in the midst of the water, 
that it may separate water from water.” 7 
God made the expanse, and it separated the 
water which was below the expanse from 
the water which was above the expanse. 
And it was so. 8 God called the expanse 
Sky. And there was evening and there was 
morning, a second day. 9 God said, “Let 
the water below the sky be gathered into 
one area, that the dry land may appear.” 
And it was so. 10 God called the dry land 
Earth and called the gathering of waters 
Seas. And God saw that this was good. 11 
And God said, “Let the earth sprout vege-
tation: seed-bearing plants, fruit trees of 
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the 
seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth 
brought forth vegetation: seed-bearing 
plants of every kind, and trees of every 
kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And 
God saw that this was good. 13 And there 
was evening and there was morning, a third 
day. 

ת 1  אֵֵ֥ יִם וְּ מִַׁ֖ ת הַשָּ ים אֵֵ֥ א אֱלֹהִִ֑ ָ֣ רָּ ית בָּ רֵאשִִׁ֖ בְּ
רֶץ׃  ָֽ אָּ שֶךְ  2הָּ ח ִׁ֖ הו וְּ ב ֹ֔ הוּ֙ וָּ ה ת ֹ֙ ֵ֥ תָּ יְּ רֶץ הָּ אָָּ֗ הָּ וְּ

פֶת  רַחִֶׁ֖ ים מְּ וחַ אֱלֹהִֹ֔ רָ֣ וֹם וְּ הִ֑ נֵָ֣י תְּ עַל־פְּ
יִם׃  ָֽ נֵֵ֥י הַמָּ וֹר  3עַל־פְּ י אִ֑ הִָ֣ ים יְּ אמֶר אֱלֹהִִׁ֖ וַי ֵ֥

וֹר׃  הִי־אָֽ ַֽיְּ וֹר  4וַָֽ אִׁ֖ ים אֶת־הָּ א אֱלֹהִִ֛ וַיַ ַֽרְּ
ין  וֹר ובֵֵ֥ אִׁ֖ ין הָּ ים בֵֵ֥ ל אֱלֹהִֹ֔ דֵָ֣ וֹב וַיַבְּ כִי־טִ֑

שֶךְ׃  וֹם  5הַח ָֽ אוֹרּ֙ יֹ֔ ים ׀ לָּ א אֱלֹהִִ֤ ֹ֙ רָּ וַיִקְּ
קֶר  הִי־ב ִׁ֖ ַֽיְּ רֶב וַָֽ הִי־עֵֶ֥ ַֽיְּ ה וַָֽ לָּ יְּ ִ֑ א לָּ רָּ ָ֣ שֶךְ קָּ לַח ִׁ֖ וְּ

ד׃ ָֽ וֹם אֶחָּ יעַ  6}פ{  יֵ֥ קִִׁ֖ י רָּ הִֵ֥ ים יְּ אמֶר אֱלֹהִֹ֔ וַי ָ֣
יִם׃  ָֽ מָּ יִם לָּ ין מִַׁ֖ יל בֵֵ֥ דִֹ֔ י מַבְּ יִם וִיהִָ֣ ִ֑ וֹךְ הַמָּ תָ֣  בְּ

ין  7 ל בִֵ֤ דֵָ֗ יעִַ֒ וַיַבְּ קִִ֒ רָּ וַיַָ֣עַשׂ אֱלֹהִים֮ אֶת־הָּ
ר  יִם אֲשִֶׁ֖ ין הַמַֹ֔ יעַ ובֵָ֣ קִֹ֔ רָּ חַת לָּ יִםּ֙ אֲשֶרּ֙ מִתַָ֣ הַמַּ֙

ן׃  הִי־כֵָֽ ַֽיְּ יעַ וַָֽ קִִ֑ רָּ ל לָּ ים  8מֵעַָ֣ א אֱלֹהִִ֛ רָּ  וַיִקְּ
וֹם  קֶר יֵ֥ הִי־ב ִׁ֖ ַֽיְּ רֶב וַָֽ הִי־עֵֶ֥ ַֽיְּ יִם וַָֽ ִ֑ מָּ יעַ שָּ קִִׁ֖ רָּ ָֽ לָּ

י׃ יִם  9}פ{  שֵנִָֽ ו הַמַַּ֜ וֹ֙ ים יִקָּ אמֶר אֱלֹהִָ֗ וַי ָ֣
ה  אִֶׁ֖ תֵרָּ ד וְּ וֹם אֶחָֹּ֔ קָ֣ יִםּ֙ אֶל־מָּ מַּ֙ חַת הַשָּ מִתִַ֤

ן׃  הִי־כֵָֽ ַֽיְּ ה וַָֽ ִ֑ שָּ ים ׀  10הַיַבָּ א אֱלֹהִִ֤ ֹ֙ רָּ וַיִקְּ
ים  א יַמִִ֑ ָ֣ רָּ יִם קָּ וֵֵ֥ה הַמִַׁ֖ מִקְּ רֶץ ולְּ הּ֙ אֶֹ֔ שָּ לַיַבָּ

וֹב׃  ים כִי־טָֽ א אֱלֹהִִׁ֖ ים  11וַיֵַַֽ֥רְּ אמֶר אֱלֹהִָ֗ וַי ָ֣
ץ  רַע עֵָ֣ יעַ זֶֹ֔ רִָ֣ שֶׂב מַזְּ שֶא עֵֵ֚ רֶץּ֙ דֶָ֗ אָּּ֙ א הָּ שִֵ֤ דְּ תַָֽ

וֹ  עוֹ־בִׁ֖ ר זַרְּ וֹ אֲשֵֶ֥ מִינֹ֔ רִיּ֙ לְּ שֶׂה פְּ י ע ִ֤ רִִ֞ פְּ
ן׃  הִי־כֵָֽ ַֽיְּ רֶץ וַָֽ ִ֑ אָּ רֶץ  12עַל־הָּ אַָּּ֜ א הָּ וַתוֹצֵֹ֙

ץ  עֵ  הו וְּ מִינֵֹ֔ רַעּ֙ לְּ יעַ זֶּ֙ רִִ֤ שֶׂב מַזְּ שֶא עֵָ֣ דֶֶּ֠
א  מִינִֵ֑הו וַיֵַַֽ֥רְּ וֹ לְּ עוֹ־בִׁ֖ ר זַרְּ י אֲשֵֶ֥ רִִ֛ שֶׂה־פְּ ע ָֽ

וֹב׃  ים כִי־טָֽ קֶר  13אֱלֹהִִׁ֖ הִי־ב ִׁ֖ ַֽיְּ רֶב וַָֽ הִי־עֵֶ֥ ַֽיְּ וַָֽ
י׃ לִישִָֽ וֹם שְּ  }פ{ יֵ֥

Shabbat Morning Torah Reading 
Parashat B'reishit: Genesis 1:1-13 
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Shabbat Morning Haftarah Reading 
Isaiah 42:5-10  

5 Thus said the ETERNAL God, 
Who created the heavens and stretched 
them out, 
Who spread out the earth and what it brings 
forth, 
Who gave breath to the people upon it 
And life to those who walk thereon: 

6 I GOD, in My grace, have summoned 
you, 
And I have grasped you by the hand. 
I created you, and appointed you 
A covenant people, a light of nations— 

7 Opening eyes deprived of light,  
Rescuing prisoners from confinement, 
From the dungeon those who sit in 
darkness. 

8 I am GOD, that is My name; 
I will not yield My glory to another, 
Nor My renown to idols. 

9 See, the things once predicted have come, 
And now I foretell new things, 
Announce to you ere they sprout up. 

10 Sing to GOD a new song, 
Praise from the ends of the earth— 
You who sail the sea and you creatures in it, 
You coastlands and their inhabitants! 

יִםּ֙ 5  מַּ֙ א הַשָּ ה בוֹרִֵ֤ וָָּ֗ ה  ל ׀ יְּ אֵָ֣ ר הָּ מִַ֞ ה־אָּ כ 
הּ֙  מָּ שָּ ן נְּ תִֵ֤ יהָּ נ  אִֶ֑ צֶאֱצָּ רֶץ וְּ ִׁ֖ אָּ ע הָּ קֵַ֥ ם ר  וֹטֵיהֶֹ֔ נָ֣ וְּ

הּ׃ ָֽ ים בָּ כִֵ֥ לְּ וחַ לַה  רִׁ֖ יהָּ וְּ לֶֹ֔ ם עָּ ָ֣ עָּ  לָּ

ך  6 יָּדִֶ֑ זֵָ֣ק בְּ אַחְּ דֶק וְּ צִֶׁ֖ יךָֽ בְּ אתִֵ֥ רָּ ִ֛ה קְּ וָּ ה  י יְּ אֲנִ 
ם׃ וֹר גּוֹיִָֽ אֵ֥ ִׁ֖ם לְּ ית עָּ רִֵ֥ ךִ֛ לִבְּ אֶתֶנְּ ךָ֗ וְּ רְּ אֶצׇּ  וְּ

גֵּרּ֙  7 יא מִמַסְּ הוֹצִִ֤ וֹת לְּ רִ֑ חַ עֵינַַָֽ֣יִם עִוְּ ק ִׁ֖ לִפְּ
שֶךְ׃ בֵי ח ָֽ שְּ לֶא י ֵ֥ ית כִֶׁ֖ יר מִבֵֵ֥  אַסִֹ֔

ר  8 אַחֵָ֣ בוֹדִיּ֙ לְּ י וכְּ מִִ֑ וא שְּ ִׁ֖ה הָ֣ וָּ ה  י יְּ אֲנִֵ֥
ים׃ סִילִָֽ י לַפְּ תִִׁ֖ הִלָּ ן ותְּ א־אֶתֵֹ֔  ל ָֽ

יד  9 י מַגִֹּ֔ שוֹתּ֙ אֲנִָ֣ חֲדָּ או וַָֽ ִ֑ וֹת הִנֵה־בָּ נִׁ֖ רִאש  הָּ
ם׃ כֶָֽ יעַ אֶתְּ מִֵ֥ נָּה אַשְּ חְּ מִַׁ֖ רֶם תִצְּ טֵֶ֥  }פ{ בְּ

ה  10 צֵָ֣ וֹ מִקְּ תִׁ֖ הִלָּ ש תְּ דָֹּ֔ יר חָּ הּ֙ שִָ֣ וָּ יה  ירו לַָֽ שִִ֤
ם׃ בֵיהֶָֽ שְּ י  ים וְּ וֹ אִיִִׁ֖ ל אֹ֔ י הַיָּםּ֙ ומְּ דִֵ֤ רֶץ יוֹרְּ ִ֑ אָּ  הָּ
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In Memoriam: October 20 to October 26, 2024 
Yahrzeit (anniversary of death) 

May the source of peace send peace to all who mourn and comfort to all who are bereaved 

Shloshim (30 days of mourning) 

Susan Ashner        Nancy Brown      Andy Nerenberg      

Anna Abrahams 

Roberta Abrams 

Adrian Bauer 

Joanne Beal 

William Becker 

Marilyn Stein Bellet 

Abraham Bloom 

Lena Mink Blough 

Harold B. Blumenthal 

Ida Britton 

Henry Brody 

Ruth Baer Cohn 

Abram Dettelbach, Jr. 

Edna S. Ehrlich 

Benjamin Einstein 

Ally Ellenbaum 

Anna Cohen Ellis 

Della Buschel Flock 

Rhea Frankl 

Henry Harris Friedman 

Max Garlic 

Maurice Girard 

Melvin A. Golder 

Sydney Goldman 

Leonard B. Gordon 

Leon H. Greenhouse 

Bertram Greenspun 

Phyliss Haas 

Reuben Heitzer 

Alfred Henly 

Anna S. Hirsch 

Henry Walter Isenberg 

Paul J. Johnson 

Eleanor Moskowitz Johnson 

Bruce Kauderer 

Louis Kemper 

Jennie Smith Kimmelman 

Robert Leonard Klaus  

Max Kohn 

Blanche Wolf Kohn 

Jack W. Kuhn 

Martin Landes, Jr. 

Max Levin 

Lawrence LeWinn 

Fritz Marx Liebmann 

Julie E. Loeb 

Erma Lowe 

Edith Miller Lyons 

Jack Macfadden 

Edith Braunstein Magaziner 

Stephen L. Marmer 

Jacob Mayer 

Agnes Robbins Mesirov 

Dorothy (Devora) Michels 

Jacob Milgram 

Rosalie Berg Moses 

Sidney Olson 

Mary Orloff 

Rose Phillips 

Herbert Presant 

Stephen Rademan 

Fred Rawls 

Herbert Rheinstrom 

Dora Cohen Robinson 

Barbara Rosenzweig 

Brian Sablosky 

Jose Luis Sarmiento Steiner 

Ronnie Jane Schwam 

Jack Segal 

Robert S. Seltzer 

Marsha Serfer 

Abraham Albert Shanis 

Morris Shapiro 

Mona Shulman 

Esther Smith 

Isaac Sperling 

Samuel Sternberger 

Gloria Singer Stoller 

Carl David Teitelman  

Ronald Traum 

Norman C. Vendig 

Marvin Weiner 

Samuel Weinrott 

Lewis S. Weiss 

Sylvia Wenck 

Hulda Windner 

Rebecca Wolf 

Morris Wolf 

Ben Wolov 

Dorothy B. Woolman 

Joseph A. Woolman 



     

 

Discover the Rodeph Shalom Vision Statement 

♦ Immersed in Jewish time ♦ Guided by enduring values ♦ Compelled to moral action 

We create profound connections 

Immersed in Jewish time 
Sustained by the sacred rhythms of the Jewish year, pivotal moments of the Jewish life 
cycle, and generations of Jewish history, we are part of something greater than 
ourselves. Living in Jewish time teaches us how to express meaning in the everyday, to 
gather as a community, and to walk with each other through the joys and sorrows of our 
lives. 
 
Guided by enduring values 
The timeless wisdom of our tradition inspires our intentional quest for truth, 
righteousness, and purpose amid the uncertainties we face in our world. We dedicate 
ourselves to Judaism’s ethical messages to treat each other with loving-kindness. The 
faithful, the skeptic—and those who perceive God in different ways—wrestle to renew 
the teachings of Torah for our present and for the future of the Jewish people. 
 
Compelled to moral action 
In a broken world, we commit to be a voice of conscience and to engage in the work of 
social justice. From our doorstep to our neighborhood and beyond, we welcome the 
stranger and embrace our responsibility to connect with and learn from others. 
 
We create profound connections 
We seek meaning in shared experiences and cherish our diverse perspectives. We who 
are new to synagogue life or have extensive Jewish backgrounds; we who are Jewish or 
who share our lives with Jews; we who live within different family constellations, who 
are of all abilities, gender identities, sexual orientations, races, and generations: we enter 
the synagogue to celebrate, to learn, to laugh, to heal, to pray, to challenge ourselves,  
and to connect with others about the deepest questions of our lives. 

https://rodephshalom.org/vision/
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Welcome to Congregation Rodeph Shalom 
 

 

Who belongs here at Congregation Rodeph Shalom? 
 

Whether you are... 

 Black, brown, white, Latinx, Asian, Indigenous, or multi-racial 

 Queer, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, questioning, or straight   

 Three days old, 30 years old, or 103 years old 

 Single, married, with/without kids, divorced, widowed, or partnered 

 Living in Philadelphia, the suburbs, or elsewhere 

 Struggling with addictions or know someone in that position  

 A student, looking for a job, or gainfully employed    

 Disabled, able-bodied, or a person of differing abilities 

 Neurodiverse or neurotypical 

 New to Judaism or a lifelong member 

 Seeking your path, Jewish or not 

You belong here at Rodeph Shalom! 

Where equity, inclusion, and diversity are our congregational values! 

 
 

We would like to hear from you! Please contact:  
Steven Share, Senior Membership & Community Engagement Manager (he/him)  

via email at sshare@rodephshalom.org.   
 
 

Thank you to our EID (Equity, Inclusion, Diversity) Task Force for its ongoing  
leadership, crafting the above message, and helping to pursue our congregational vision. 

 
 

www.rodephshalom.org  215-627-6747 
Facebook: Facebook.com/Congregation Rodeph Shalom   

Blog: rodephshalom.org/blog 

mailto:sshare@rodephshalom.org?subject=Membership%20Inquiry%20
https://rodephshalom.org/
https://www.facebook.com/congregationrodephshalom/
https://rodephshalom.org/blog/

