
     

 

Our Clergy, Staff, and Lay Leadership Welcome You!      
 

    Jill L. Maderer, Senior Rabbi (she/her) 
Eli C. Freedman, Rabbi (he/him) 

Bradley D. Hyman, Cantor (he/him) 
Alan D. Fuchs, Rabbi Emeritus (he/him) 

William I. Kuhn, Rabbi Emeritus (he/him) 
Jonathan M. Broder, President (he/him) 

Jeffrey W. Katz, Executive Director (he/him) 
Jennifer D. James, Director of Youth Learning and Engagement (she/her) 

Andrea S. Miller, Buerger Early Learning Center Jewish Engagement (she/her) 
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Shabbat Morning Service 
Introduction to the  

Saturday Morning Service 
  
Often, during our Saturday morning service, we celebrate b’nai 
mitzvah. In Jewish tradition, this is when a young person begins 
to take on the rights and responsibilities of an adult in the 
religious community at the age of thirteen. At that age, those who identify as boys 
become “bar mitzvah,” which means a “son of the commandments.” Those who 
identify as girls become “bat mitzvah,” or “daughter of the commandments.” The plural 
is “b’nai mitzvah” – children of the commandments – which also is a term used by 
some children who identify as non-binary or gender fluid. 
  
The b’nai mitzvah ceremony formally marks the occasion when one has the right to 
take part in leading religious services and the responsibility to perform mitzvot 
(commandments). It is an opportunity to welcome the young person into our 
congregation as a full spiritual member of the Jewish community.   
  
In its earliest and most basic form, a b’nai mitzvah is the celebrant's first aliyah 
(literally “going up”), the honor of saying the blessings before and after the reading of 
the Torah (the handwritten scroll of the 5 books of Moses). The Torah is the first part of 
the Hebrew Bible, also known as the Tanakh, which also includes the Prophets (e.g. 
Jeremiah, Isaiah) and the Writings (e.g. Psalms, Proverbs).   
 

At Rodeph Shalom, a b’nai mitzvah student learns and recites the weekly Torah portion 
and the haftarah portion (selection from the Prophets) in its traditional chant (trope). 
The celebrant also leads part of the worship service and gives a d’var Torah (literally a 
“word of Torah”), which is a teaching that reflects their understanding of their Torah 
portion and how it applies to life today.   
  
B’nai mitzvah generally occurs during 7th or 8th grade. At Rodeph Shalom, Jewish 
learning continues through 12th grade and culminates in a special community 
celebration of all that the teens have learned and the relationships they have built. 
 
It is customary to wish a hearty “mazel tov” (wish of congratulations) to the b’nai 
mitzvah and their families. Congregation Rodeph Shalom wishes you a Shabbat Shalom 
– a peaceful Sabbath.  
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Saturday Shabbat Morning Service 
December 7, 2024 

 
 
Led by:     Rabbi Jill Maderer, Rabbi Eli Freedman,  
    Cantor Brad Hyman 
 
Bat Mitzvah:   Simone Rose Borish,  
    daughter of Jennifer & Jon Borish 
 
Board Representative:  Jordan Marks 
 
 
Simone Rose Borish, daughter  of J ennifer  & Jon Bor ish, granddaughter  of 
Sheryl & Jay Borish and Barbara & Alan Smith and sister of Aya, will become a Bat 
Mitzvah on Saturday, December 7. Simone is a 7th grader at William Penn Charter. 
For her mitzvah project, Simone volunteered at Mitzvah Meals, where she helped 
cook and deliver food to fellow congregants. She also plans to volunteer with 
Breaking Bread on Broad throughout the year. Simone says the most meaningful part 
of her Bat Mitzvah journey at Rodeph Shalom has been her mitzvah project because it 
has been a great way to connect with congregants.  



4 

 

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba, and set out for 
Haran. 11 He came upon a certain place and 
stopped there for the night, for the sun had set. 
Taking one of the stones of that place, he put it 
under his head and lay down in that place. 12 
He had a dream; a stairway was set on the 
ground and its top reached to the sky, and 
messengers of God were going up and down 
on it. 13 And standing beside him was Adonai ,
who said, “I am Adonai ,the God of your 
father Abraham’s [house] and the God of 
Isaac’s [house]: the ground on which you are 
lying I will assign to you and to your off-
spring. 14 Your descendants shall be as the 
dust of the earth; you shall spread out to the 
west and to the east, to the north and to the 
south. All the families of the earth shall bless 
themselves by you and your descendants. 15 
Remember, I am with you: I will protect you 
wherever you go and will bring you back to 
this land. I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.” 16 Jacob awoke 
from his sleep and said, “Surely Adonai is pre-
sent in this place, and I did not know it!” 17 
Shaken, he said, “How awesome is this place! 
This is none other than the abode of God, and 
that is the gateway to heaven.” 18 Early in the 
morning, Jacob took the stone that he had put 
under his head and set it up as a pillar and 
poured oil on the top of it. 

נָה׃ 10  ֹ֖לֶךְ חָרָָֽ בַע וַיֵּ ר שָָׁ֑ ֵ֣ אֵּ ב מִבְּ א יַעֲק ֹ֖ ֵ֥ וַיֵּצֵּ
א  11 ע בַמָק֜וֹם וַיָָּ֤לֶן שָם֙ כִי־בֵָ֣ גַַּ֨ וַיִפְּ

וֹם וַיָֹ֖שֶם  ֵ֣י הַמָקֶּׁ֔ נֵּ אַבְּ מֶש וַיִקַח֙ מֵּ הַשֶֶּׁ֔
וּא׃  וֹם הַהָֽ ב בַמָקֵ֥ כַֹ֖ יו וַיִשְּ תָָׁ֑ אֲש  רַָֽ  12מְּ

וֹ  ר אשֹ֖ צָה וְּ רְּ ב אֶַּׁ֔ ָּ֤ה סֻלָם֙ מֻצֵָ֣ הִנֵּ ם וְּ ַֽיַחֲלֹ֗ וַָֽ
ים  י אֱלהִֶּׁ֔ ֵ֣ אֲכֵּ ה֙ מַלְּ הִנֵּ מָה וְּ יְּ יעַ הַשָמָָׁ֑ מַגִֵ֣

וֹ׃  ים בָֽ דִֹ֖ רְּ י  ים וְּ לִֵ֥ ב  13ע  ה נִצֵָ֣ וָ֜ ה  ה יְּ הִנֵַּּ֨ וְּ
ם  רָהֵָ֣ י֙ אַבְּ ה אֱלהֵּ וָֹ֗ ה  י יְּ עָלָיו֮ וַי אמַר֒ אֲנִֵ֣
ר אַתָה֙  רֶץ אֲשֶָּ֤ ק הָאָֹ֗ חָָׁ֑ י יִצְּ ֹ֖ יךָ וֵּאלהֵּ אָבִֶּׁ֔

ךָ׃  עֶָֽ זַרְּ נֶֹ֖נָה וּלְּ ךֵָ֥ אֶתְּ יהָ לְּ ב עָלֶֶּׁ֔ ֵ֣ כֵּ הָיָָּ֤ה  14ש  וְּ
מָה  דְּ ֹ֖ תָָּ֛ יֵָ֥מָה וָקֵּ רֶץ וּפָרַצְּ ר הָאֶָּׁ֔ עֲךָ֙ כַעֲפֵַ֣ זַרְּ
ת  ח ֵ֥ פְּ ל־מִשְּ ךָָּ֛ כׇּ וּ בְּ כֵ֥ רְּ נִבְּ בָה וְּ נָה וָנֶַָֽׁ֑גְּ צָפ ֵ֣ וְּ

ךָ׃  עֶָֽ זַרְּ ה וּבְּ ךְ  15הָאֲדָמָֹ֖ י עִמָֹ֗ כִ֜ ה אָנ  הִנֵַּּ֨ וְּ
יךָ  תִֶּׁ֔ ב  ךְ וַהֲשִֵ֣ לֵֶּּׁ֔ ל אֲשֶר־תֵּ כ ֵ֣ יךָ֙ בְּ תִ֙ מַרְּ וּשְּ
ד  ךֶָּׁ֔ עִַּ֚ עֱזׇּבְּ א אֶָֽ י ל ֵ֣ את כִִּ֚ ה הַז ָׁ֑ אֶל־הָאֲדָמָֹ֖

ךְ׃  תִי לָָֽ רְּ ת אֲשֶר־דִבַֹ֖ ֵ֥ יתִי אֵּ ר אִם־עָשִֶּׁ֔ אֲשֵֶ֣
ֵ֣ש  11 ן֙ יֵּ אמֶר אָכֵּ נָתוֹ֒ וַי ֹּ֕ ב֮ מִשְּ ץ יַעֲק  וַיִיקֵַ֣

תִי׃  עְּ א יָדָָֽ י ל ֵ֥ כִֹ֖ אָנ  וֹם הַזֶָׁ֑ה וְּ ה בַמָקֹ֖ וֶָּׁ֔ ה   17יְּ
ין  ֵ֣ וֹם הַזֶָׁ֑ה אֵּ א הַמָקֵ֣ ר מַה־נוֹרָֹ֖ וַיִירָא֙ וַי אמֶַּׁ֔

יִם׃  עַר הַשָמָָֽ זֶֹ֖ה שֵַ֥ ים וְּ ית אֱלהִֶּׁ֔ ֵ֣ י אִם־בֵּ ה כִִּ֚ זֶֹ֗
בֶן֙  18 ח אֶת־הָאֶ֙ קֶר וַיִקַָּ֤ ב בַב ֹ֗ ם יַעֲק ֜ כֵַּּ֨ וַיַשְּ

ה  בָָׁ֑ הּ מַצֵּ תָֹ֖ יו וַיֵָ֥שֶם א  תֶָּׁ֔ אֲש  רַָֽ ם מְּ אֲשֶר־שֵָ֣
הּ׃ מֶן עַל־ר אשָָֽ ק שֶֹ֖  וַיִצ ֵ֥

Shabbat Morning Torah Reading 
Parashat Vayeitzei: Genesis 28:10-18 
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Shabbat Morning Haftarah Reading 
Hosea 13:1-4 

1 When Ephraim spoke piety, 
He was exalted in Israel; 
But he incurred guilt through Baal,  
And so he died. 

2 And now they go on sinning; 
They have made them molten images, 
Idols, by their skill, from their silver, 
Wholly the work of artisans. 
Yet for these they appoint people to sacrifice;  
They are wont to kiss calves! 

3 Assuredly, 
They shall be like morning clouds, 
Like dew so early gone; 
Like chaff whirled away from the threshing 
floor. 
And like smoke from a lattice. 

4 Only I the ETERNAL One have been your 
God 
Ever since the land of Egypt; 
You have never known a [true] God but Me, 
You have never had a helper other than Me. 

 

ל 1  ָׁ֑ רָאֵּ יִשְּ וּא בְּ א הֹ֖ ת נָשֵָ֥ תֵֶּּׁ֔ יִם֙ רְּ רַ֙ ר אֶפְּ ָּ֤ דַבֵּ כְּ
ת׃ עַל וַיָמ ָֽ ם בַבַֹ֖ שֵַ֥  וַיֶאְּ

ה  2 כַָּ֨ וּ לָהֶם֩ מַסֵּ א וַיַעֲשֵ֣ פוּ לַחֲט ֹ֗ ה ׀ יוֹסִֵ֣ עַתֵָ֣ וְּ
ים  ה חָרָשִֹ֖ ֵ֥ ים מַעֲשֵּ בוּנָם֙ עֲצַבִֶּׁ֔ פָָּ֤ם כִתְּ מִכַסְּ
ים  ם עֲגָלִֹ֖ י אָדֶָּׁ֔ ֵ֣ חֵּ בְּ ים ז  רִֶּׁ֔ מְּ ם א  ֵ֣ ה לָהֶם֙ הֵּ כֻלָׁ֑

וּן׃  יִשָקָֽ

ךְ  3 ָׁ֑ לֵּ ים ה  כִֵ֣ ל מַשְּ כַטַֹ֖ קֶר וְּ יוּ֙ כַעֲנַן־ב ֶּׁ֔ הְּ ן יִָֽ לָכֵֹּ֗
ה׃ אֲרֻבָָֽ ן מֵּ עָשָֹ֖ רֶן וּכְּ ר מִג ֶּׁ֔ ֵ֣ עֵּ ס  ץ֙ יְּ מ   כְּ

יִם  4 רָָׁ֑ רֶץ מִצְּ אֵֶ֣ יךָ מֵּ וֵָ֥ה אֱלהֶֹ֖ ה  י יְּ כִָּ֛ אָנ  וְּ
י׃ תִָֽ יִן בִלְּ יעַ אַֹ֖ ע וּמוֹשִֵ֥ דֶָּׁ֔ א תֵּ ים זוּלָתִי֙ ל ֵ֣  וֵּאלהִָּ֤
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In Memoriam: December 1 to December 7, 2024 
Yahrzeit (anniversary of death) 

May the source of peace send peace to all who mourn and comfort to all who are bereaved 

Shloshim (30 days of mourning) 

Umar Ahmad      William Coleman, III     Paul Epstein      

Anthony Hines    Shirley Lashner      Sandy Mozes     Peter Emil Steiner 

Ida Alsher 

Lewis Amsterdam 

Tillie Beck Balis 

Jacob Batt 

Josephine Bauer 

Glenn Becker 

Rose Buschel Berger 

Martin G. Bergman 

Albert Berkowitz 

Sylvain K. Bernstein, Jr.  

Robert Blumenthal 

Joan Buono 

Miriam Butler 

Benjamin Butler 

Joel Claster 

Sylvia Clyman 

Bernard Cowitz 

Stella Sacks Cravis 

Miriam Joan Dintenfass 

Brenda Edelman 

Rose Smith Ehrlich 

Simon Epstein 

Amelia Mayer Feldenheimer 

Bruce Fendell 

Robert Freed 

Bertha Lax Frisco 

Edith J. Garfield 

Samuel "Sonny" Garfield 

Henry Garson 

Louis Gerstley, Jr. 

Rea Samson Goberman 

Anne Goldberg 

Cecelia Metzger Goldschild 

Blanche R. Greenberg 

Joseph Gritz 

Eleanor Gross 

Rebecca L. Gross 

Tillie Gutterman 

Leonard Jubelirer 

Lucien Katzenberg, Sr. 

Jacob Katzenstein 

Robert J. Klein 

Fannie Manko Kuhn 

Gus David Kuhn, Sr. 

Beatrice Lazarus Sickles Lam 

Mildred Goldschild Lax 

Lee Lazarus 

Bernard Leibowitz 

Luis Levy 

Elizabeth L. Lieberman 

Rose Serfer Lindsay 

Samuel A. Loewenberg 

Sigfried Loewenthal 

Stanley Lupowitz 

Mae Dein Magen 

Fannie Deshure Malmud 

Rebecca Teller Mayer 

Sallie Weiss Mezey 

Rose Millman 

George A. Mostert 

Samuel Moyerman 

Sharon Newman 

Elias Nusbaum 

Lena Magaziner Pincus 

Howard Reses 

Philip B. Robinson 

C. Williard Robinson 

Mathilde Frankel Rose 

Harry Rosenthal 

Bertha Rosskam 

Louis Saller 

Simon Sandberg 

Max Schultz 

Fred Schwarz 

Joseph "Joey" Michael Siegel 

Nathan Spells 

Rose Cooper Wice 

Benjamin "Ben" Wolf II 

Matilda Weber Portner Wollman 

Lester Herbert Wurtele, Sr. 

Martin Zapletal 

Richard Zeitlin 



     

 

Discover the Rodeph Shalom Vision Statement 

♦ Immersed in Jewish time ♦ Guided by enduring values ♦ Compelled to moral action 

We create profound connections 

Immersed in Jewish time 
Sustained by the sacred rhythms of the Jewish year, pivotal moments of the Jewish life 
cycle, and generations of Jewish history, we are part of something greater than 
ourselves. Living in Jewish time teaches us how to express meaning in the everyday, to 
gather as a community, and to walk with each other through the joys and sorrows of our 
lives. 
 
Guided by enduring values 
The timeless wisdom of our tradition inspires our intentional quest for truth, 
righteousness, and purpose amid the uncertainties we face in our world. We dedicate 
ourselves to Judaism’s ethical messages to treat each other with loving-kindness. The 
faithful, the skeptic—and those who perceive God in different ways—wrestle to renew 
the teachings of Torah for our present and for the future of the Jewish people. 
 
Compelled to moral action 
In a broken world, we commit to be a voice of conscience and to engage in the work of 
social justice. From our doorstep to our neighborhood and beyond, we welcome the 
stranger and embrace our responsibility to connect with and learn from others. 
 
We create profound connections 
We seek meaning in shared experiences and cherish our diverse perspectives. We who 
are new to synagogue life or have extensive Jewish backgrounds; we who are Jewish or 
who share our lives with Jews; we who live within different family constellations, who 
are of all abilities, gender identities, sexual orientations, races, and generations: we enter 
the synagogue to celebrate, to learn, to laugh, to heal, to pray, to challenge ourselves,  
and to connect with others about the deepest questions of our lives. 

https://rodephshalom.org/vision/
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Welcome to Congregation Rodeph Shalom 
 

 

Who belongs here at Congregation Rodeph Shalom? 
 

Whether you are... 

 Black, brown, white, Latinx, Asian, Indigenous, or multi-racial 

 Queer, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, questioning, or straight   

 Three days old, 30 years old, or 103 years old 

 Single, married, with/without kids, divorced, widowed, or partnered 

 Living in Philadelphia, the suburbs, or elsewhere 

 Struggling with addictions or know someone in that position  

 A student, looking for a job, or gainfully employed    

 Disabled, able-bodied, or a person of differing abilities 

 Neurodiverse or neurotypical 

 New to Judaism or a lifelong member 

 Seeking your path, Jewish or not 

You belong here at Rodeph Shalom! 

Where equity, inclusion, and diversity are our congregational values! 

 
 

We would like to hear from you! Please contact:  
Steven Share, Senior Membership & Community Engagement Manager (he/him)  

via email at sshare@rodephshalom.org.   
 
 

Thank you to our EID (Equity, Inclusion, Diversity) Task Force for its ongoing  
leadership, crafting the above message, and helping to pursue our congregational vision. 

 
 

www.rodephshalom.org  215-127-1747 
Facebook: Facebook.com/Congregation Rodeph Shalom   

Blog: rodephshalom.org/blog 

mailto:sshare@rodephshalom.org?subject=Membership%20Inquiry%20
https://rodephshalom.org/
https://www.facebook.com/congregationrodephshalom/
https://rodephshalom.org/blog/

