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% Ohev Shalom v’Rodeph Shalom ¥
Love peace and pursue it (Pirkei Avot 1:12)

Friday Shabbat Evening Service
January 30, 2026 | 12 Shevat, 5786

Welcome!

Who belongs here at Congregation Rodeph Shalom?
Whether you are...

Black, brown, white, Latinx, Asian, Indigenous, or multi-racial
Queer, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, questioning, or straight
Three days old, 30 years old, or 103 years old
Single, married, with/without kids, divorced, widowed, or partnered
Living in Philadelphia, the suburbs, or elsewhere
Struggling with addictions or know someone in that position
A student, looking for a job, or gainfully employed
Disabled, able-bodied, or a person of differing abilities
Neurodiverse or neurotypical
New to Judaism or a lifelong member
Seeking your path, Jewish or not
You belong here at Rodeph Shalom!

Where equity, inclusion, and diversity are our congregational values!




Rodeph Shalom Vision Statement

Immersed in Jewish time ¢ Guided by enduring values ¢ Compelled to moral action
We create profound connections

Immersed in Jewish time

Sustained by the sacred rhythms of the Jewish year, pivotal moments of the
Jewish life cycle, and generations of Jewish history, we are part of something
greater than ourselves. Living in Jewish time teaches us how to express
meaning in the everyday, to gather as a community, and to walk with each
other through the joys and sorrows of our lives.

Guided by enduring values

The timeless wisdom of our tradition inspires our intentional quest for truth,
righteousness, and purpose amid the uncertainties we face in our world. We
dedicate ourselves to Judaism’s ethical messages to treat each other with
loving-kindness. The faithful, the skeptic—and those who perceive God in
different ways—wrestle to renew the teachings of Torah for our present and for
the future of the Jewish people.

Compelled to moral action

In a broken world, we commit to be a voice of conscience and to engage in the
work of social justice. From our doorstep to our neighborhood and beyond, we
welcome the stranger and embrace our responsibility to connect with and learn
from others.

We create profound connections

We seek meaning in shared experiences and cherish our diverse perspectives.
We who are new to synagogue life or have extensive Jewish backgrounds; we
who are Jewish or who share our lives with Jews; we who live within different
family constellations, who are of all abilities, gender identities, sexual
orientations, races, and generations: we enter the synagogue to celebrate, to
learn, to laugh, to heal, to pray, to challenge ourselves, and to connect with
others about the deepest questions of our lives.


https://rodephshalom.org/vision/

Friday Shabbat Evening Service

Parashat B'shalach
January 30, 2026 | 12 Shevat, 5786

Led by:

Shabbat Blessings:

Wedding Blessing:
Greeters:
Bimah Guest:

Musicians:

Rabbi Jill Maderer, Rabbi Eli Freedman,

and Cantor Brad Hyman

Raviv Jacob Weiner,

son of Deborah Hirsch & Seth Weiner
on the occasion of becoming a bar mitzvah

Clarissa Chu & Mitchell Mattes

David Rawdin
Michael Riccardi
Mark Allen; clarinet

Joe Nero; percussion
AJ Luca; piano

To my dear friends at Congregation Rodeph Shalom,

Considering the difficulties currently faced by the
government, we, your partner community from
Jerusalem—Achva Bakerem—find ourselves in

urgent need of your support.

We warmly invite you to contribute to our community
with your donations, offered with love.

Thank you very much for your generosity.
— Rabbi Nir Tamir



Shabbat Services

Introduction to the Friday Evening Service:

Welcoming the Sabbath, Kabbalat Shabbat: This introduction provides a
transition into Shabbat. A collection of verses from Psalms (pages 10-19), inter-
pretations offered by prayer leaders, and a niggunAvordless melody or two; the
warm-up peaks at L'cha Dodi (p. 20-21) a 16th century mystical song that wel-
comes Shabbat with the symbol of bride. The final verse of L’cha Dodi, we face
the entrance to the sanctuary to welcome Shabbat.

The Shema and Its Blessings (p. 28-44/146-154): The Barchu is the prayer
that calls the congregation to worship. Shema (p. 34/149), captures Jewish be-
lief in the oneness of God and of humanity. This section includes prayers that
express gratitude for creation, Torah, and liberation.

Amida/T’filah (p. 46-62/155-165): This series of blessings invites us to turn in-
ward for contemplation.

Blessings for Community: The Misheberach/Blessing for Healing (p. 253)
and the Shehecheyanu/Blessing for Gratitude (p. 344) offer the opportunity to
share our concerns and our joys, and to strengthen the connections among us.

Commentary/D’var Torah: A D'var Torah is a brief sermon, commentary, or
opportunity for study.

Conclusion: Our service concludes with Alenu/Praise to God (p. 282), re-
cited while facing the ark. Finally, the Mourner’s Kaddish (p. 294) is recited af-
ter we read the names of loved ones who have died in the past month, or at
this time in past years. We conclude with a benediction.

Not able to join us in person? Livestream Friday night services here:
rodephshalom.org/livestream

Looking to follow via livestream with the Shabbat prayerbook? A Shabbat
prayerbook can be purchased at ccarnet.org/publications/resources-
repaginated/. Page numbers will align with those announced in the sanctuary.



rodephshalom.org/livestream
https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/resources-repaginated/
https://www.ccarnet.org/publications/resources-repaginated/

In Memoriam: January 25, 2026 to January 31, 2026

Edith K. Abrams

Eva Barmash

Eva Ellen Barmash
Julius C. Baylinson
Hortense L. Becker
Benjamin Berkowitz
Ruth Saler Blank
Joseph A. Bloom

Leo Brenner

Bennett (Bob) Cohen
Maurice J. Cooper
Rhona Ellis

Joan Els

E. Stephen Emanuel
Jennie Falkin

Philip Falkin

Bertha Pasternak Feldman
Robert H. Fleisher
Manfred J. Flock
Henrietta Fox

Solomon Samuel Fridenberg
Natalie S. Friedmann
Eva Friedmann

Sandra Gersten Blinn
Robert A. Glant

Jacob W. H. Glass

Ada Halpert Goldman
Esther Glass Goldman
Cecelia Kohn Goodman
Bernice Biberman Gordon
Joel Green

Morris Gross

Al Chazin

Norman S. Mosko

Beverly A. Hopkins

Yahrzeit (anniversary of death)

Flora Kleinman Haas
Caroline Jacobs

Pearl Kahan

Elizabeth Nussbaum Kapp
James Kauffman

Judith Kaye

Joseph Kemper

Jack Kessler

Sarah Kessler

Harold Kobb

Gertrude Levine

Richard Langsdorf Levy
Anthony Z. Lieberman
Ruth Lindauer

Rosa E. Loeb

Emanuel Marks
Kenneth G. Martin
Bernice Mazzella
Lawrence (Eliazar) Michels
Benjamin Miller

Louis L. Mink

Jerome Muchnick

Jill Myers

Isaac D. Mylish

Fred Okun

Lillie Friedmann Pearlman
Faye Platzker

Martin J. Polikoff

John Rappaport

Myrna Jacobson Rawdin
Benjamin Samuel Reich

Daniel Segal

Isaac M. Rod

Adella Rosenberg
Frieden Rosenberg
Daniel Rosenzweig
Masha Rudman
Benjamin Ruvel
Hyman Sall

Louise Schwartz
Dora Shapiro
Theresa Siedenbach
Hattie Loewenberg Singer
Samuel B. Skolnick
Muriel Kirschner Skolnick
Carrie Stern Smukler
Miriam Spear
Jeanette Spector
Edward Spector
Walter M. Steppacher
Paul M. Stern
Abraham Stern
Debbie L. Stern

Rose Stoumen
Edward Waxman
Hilda Weiss

Carrie Stern Weiss
Marvin Welsch
William Wiener
Morris A. Wilensky
Edward Wolf

Mark Yaskin

Richard J. Zander, Jr.

Shloshim (30 days of mourning)
Frederic W. Jacoby

Jeffrey Margolis

Joan Sundheim

May the source of peace send peace to all who mourn and comfort to all who are bereaved



Rodeph Shalom Community Events

Rabbi Tamir Nir Returns to RS!

Rabbi Nir, our Israeli Rabbi-in-Residence, will
join our clergy, senior staff, and leaders for their
ongoing work in the congregation. He teaches
Jewish and Islamic thought in a high school for
religious and secular Israelis.

Thank you to the Rabbi Kuhn Gratitude Fund for
its sponsorship.

Torah Study taught by Rabbi Nir

Saturday, January 31 at 9:15 a.m.

Shabbat Morning Service

Saturday, January 31 at 10:45 a.m.

Berkman Mercaz Limud Learning "Slam Dunk! Black Jewish Hoops Pro
Scores in Israel and Philly: Jared Armstrong

Sunday, February 1 Friday, February 20 at 7:15 p.m.
Sponsored by Israel ConnectRS

PRE-ONEG FEST

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 AT 5:00 P.M.

Join together for Pre-Oneg Fest, a joyful new way to experience Shabbat at RS!

Beginning at 5:00 p.m., we'll offer a spread of snack-sized dinner bites for the
whole family to enjoy! Share a nosh and take time to be in community.

Food will be served from 5:00 — 5:50 p.m., when we will kindle the Shabbat
candles and say kiddush in the lobby before making our way into the
sanctuary at 5:55 p.m. for services.

RSVP requested but not required so that we can do our best to order
an appropriate amount of delicious food to share.

Sponsored by the Rabbi Kuhn Gratitude Fund.

Register for all events at:
Or scan QR code:

rodephshalom.org/eventreqistrations



rodephshalom.org/eventregistrations

Rodeph Shalom Community Events

"Love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt." (Deut. 10:19)
Read the Union for Reform Judaism statement, "Jewish Cross-Denominational
Statement Against Violent Immigration Enforcement" here: bit.ly/49Qj250
Congregation Rodeph Shalom is officially a member of the New Sanctuary
Movement of Philadelphia (sanctuaryphiladelphia.org).

There are two ways to get involved -- through accompaniment, a program that walks
with immigrants to support them in navigating resources, or through weekly vigils
run by congregations.

Contact Ellen Poster (ellenajme@aol.com) if you are interested in learning about
accompaniment.

Contact Debbie Davies (deb.davies@comecast.net) if you are interested in helping
plan these weekly vigils.

THE

CLUBH®USE

Youy home,

An after-school home for Jewish friendship, learning, and identity!

Students in kindergarten through 6" grade experience playful, purposeful,
and joyfully Jewish care and enrichment after school.

Transportation Homework Help &

Healthy Snacks Contact Us
Jewish Learning

Camp Days Phone Number
Community Building Opentoall 2679307260
No synagogue Website
membership required theclubhousephilly.org

Active & Imaginative Play

Upcoming Interfaith Dialog Group

Catholic clergy and parishioners from St. Malachy’s Church near Temple University were
invited to join tonight’s Friday night Shabbat service.

This exchange is a prelude to an interfaith dialog group that both congregations will
establish.

If interested in participating in that dialog, please contact clergyoffice@rodephshalom.org.



mailto:clergyoffice@rodephshalom.org
bit.ly/49Qj250
sanctuaryphiladelphia.org
mailto:ellenajme@aol.com
mailto:deb.davies@comcast.net

Our Clergy, Staff, and Lay Leadership Welcome You!

Senior Rabbi
JILL L. MADERER (she/her)

Rabbi
ELI C. FREEDMAN (he/him)

Cantor
BRADLEY D. HYMAN (he/him)

Executive Director
JOSH LASTER (he/him)

Director of Youth Learning and
Engagement

JENNIFER D. JAMES (she/her)

Director of Operations
RENEE CARL (she/her)

Buerger ELC Jewish Engagement
ANDREA S. MILLER (she/her)

Rabbis Emeriti
ALAN D. FUCHS (he/him)
WILLIAM I. KUHN (he/him)

Communications Manager
ALYSSA S. GELLER (she/her)

Clergy Assistant
SOPHIA SCHWARB (she/her)

Director of Membership and
Community Engagement
STEVEN B. SHARE (he/him)

Philanthropy Director
NEIL D. WISE (he/him)

Membership & Philanthropy
Assistant

MICHAEL SAKS (he/him)

After School Program Director

HADASAH YAQOB-JOHNSON
(she/we)

Youth Engagement Coordinator
JEM OSHINS (they/them)

Education Assistant
AKIVA WOODS (he/him)

Controller
ERIKA CRUZ (she/her)

Staff Accountant
LETTY NORTH (she/her)

Administrative Assistant
ADAM COHEN (he/him)

RODEPH
SHALOM

President
JONATHAN M. BRODER (he/him)

Immediate Past President
HENRY B. BERNSTEIN (he/him)

President Elect
MARSHA WEINRAUB (she/her)

Vice Presidents
MICHELLE BRANCHEAU-FOGG
(she/her)

LAUREL GLASER (she/her)
KATHERINE H. YULMAN (she/her)

Treasurer
TERRY D. SILVER (he/him)

Assistant Treasurer
DAVID STIFFMAN (he/him)

Secretary
SUSAN R. BEHR (she/her)

Board of Directors
EMILY COLLIER (she/her)
NED HANOVER (he/him)
LISA KAGEL (she/her)
HOLLY LENTZ KLEEMAN (she/her)
DAVID S. MANDELL (he/him)
MICHAEL A. RICCARDI (he/him)

We would like to hear from you! Please contact:
Steven Share, Director of Membership & Community Engagement (he/him),
via email at sshare@rodephshalom.org.

www.rodephshalom.org 215-627-6747

Facebook.com/CongregationRodephShalom



mailto:sshare@rodephshalom.org?subject=Membership%20Inquiry%20
https://rodephshalom.org/
Facebook.com/CongregationRodephShalom

