
     

 

Saturday Shabbat Morning Service  
 

May 30, 2026 | 14 Sivan, 5786  

Bar Mitzvah: Aidan Gabriel Pao Seideman 

Welcome!  

Who belongs here at Congregation Rodeph Shalom?  

Whether you are… 

Black, brown, white, Latinx, Asian, Indigenous, or multi-racial 

Queer, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, questioning, or straight   

Three days old, 30 years old, or 103 years old 

Single, married, with/without kids, divorced, widowed, or partnered 

Living in Philadelphia, the suburbs, or elsewhere 

Struggling with addictions or know someone in that position  

A student, looking for a job, or gainfully employed    

Disabled, able-bodied, or a person of differing abilities 

Neurodiverse or neurotypical 

New to Judaism or a lifelong member 

Seeking your path, Jewish or not 

You belong here at Rodeph Shalom! 

Where equity, inclusion, and diversity are our congregational values! 
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 Shabbat Morning Service 
Introduction to the  

Saturday Morning Service 
  
Often, during our Saturday morning service, we 
celebrate b’nai mitzvah. In Jewish tradition, this is 
when a young person begins to take on the rights and 
responsibilities of an adult in the religious community 
at the age of thirteen. At that age, those who identify 
as boys become “ bar mitzvah,”  which means a “ son 
of the commandments.”  Those who identify as girls become “bat mitzvah,”  or 
“ daughter of the commandments.”  The plural is “b’nai mitzvah”  – children of the 
commandments – which also is a term used by some children who identify as non-
binary or gender fluid. 
  
The b’nai mitzvah ceremony formally marks the occasion when one has the right to 
take part in leading religious services and the responsibility to perform mitzvot 
(commandments). It is an opportunity to welcome the young person into our 
congregation as a full spiritual member of the Jewish community.   
  
In its earliest and most basic form, a b’nai mitzvah is the celebrant's first aliyah (literally 
“ going up” ), the honor of saying the blessings before and after the reading of the 
Torah (the handwritten scroll of the 5 books of Moses). The Torah is the first part of the 
Hebrew Bible, also known as the Tanakh, which also includes the Prophets (e.g. 
Jeremiah, Isaiah) and the Writings (e.g. Psalms, Proverbs).   
 
At Rodeph Shalom, a b’nai mitzvah student learns and recites the weekly Torah 
portion and the haftarah portion (selection from the Prophets) in its traditional chant 
(trope). The celebrant also leads part of the worship service and gives a d’var Torah 
(literally a “ word of Torah” ), which is a teaching that reflects their understanding of 
their Torah portion and how it applies to life today.   
  
B’nai mitzvah generally occurs during 7th or 8th grade. At Rodeph Shalom, Jewish 
learning continues through 12th grade and culminates in a special community 
celebration of all that the teens have learned and the relationships they have built. 
 
It is customary to wish a hearty “ mazel tov”  (wish of congratulations) to the b’nai 
mitzvah and their families. Congregation Rodeph Shalom wishes you a Shabbat 
Shalom – a peaceful Sabbath.  
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Saturday Shabbat Morning Service 
May 30, 2026 | 14 Sivan, 5786  

 
Led by:     Rabbi Jill Maderer, Rabbi Eli Freedman, 
    and Cantor Brad Hyman  
 
Bar Mitzvah:   Aidan Gabriel Pao Seideman,  
    son of Mary K. Pao and Jonathan Seideman 
  
Board Representative: Brent Landau  
 
 
Aidan Gabriel Pao Seideman, son of Mary K. Pao and Jonathan Seideman 
and brother of Beckett Rowan Pao Seideman, will become a Bar Mitzvah on 
Saturday, May 30. Aidan is a 10

th
 grader at Germantown Friends School. For 

his mitzvah project, Aidan volunteered as an academic tutor at Squash Smarts, 
a non-profit program that combines squash, athletic training, academic support, 
leadership, and long-term mentorship to help students stay engaged in school, 
build healthy habits, and reach graduation with confidence. Aidan says the most 
meaningful part of his Bar Mitzvah journey at Rodeph Shalom has been learning 
about himself through Judaism and connecting with new people and places 
through Rodeph Shalom.  
 

Today’s kiddush is sponsored by the  

Pao/Seideman family in honor of Aidan  

becoming a bar mitzvah.  
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Shabbat Morning Torah Reading 
Parashat Naso: Numbers 4:21-32 

21 GOD spoke to Moses:22 Take a census of 
the Gershonites also, by their ancestral house 
and by their clans.23 Record them from the 
age of thirty years up to the age of fifty, all 
who are subject to service in the performance 
of tasks for the Tent of Meeting. 24 These are 
the duties of the Gershonite clans as to labor 
and porterage: 25 they shall carry the cloths 
of the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting with its 
covering, the covering of dolphin skin that is 
on top of it, and the screen for the entrance of 
the Tent of Meeting; 26 the hangings of the 
enclosure, the screen at the entrance of the 
gate of the enclosure that surrounds the 
Tabernacle, the cords thereof, and the altar, 
and all their service equipment and all their 
accessories; and they shall perform the 
service. 27 All the duties of the Gershonites, 
all their porterage and all their service, shall 
be performed on orders from Aaron and his 
sons; you shall make them responsible for 
attending to all their porterage. 28 Those are 
the duties of the Gershonite clans for the Tent 
of Meeting; they shall attend to them under 
the direction of Ithamar son of Aaron the 
priest. 29 As for the Merarites, you shall 
record them by the clans of their ancestral 
house; 30 you shall record them from the age 
of thirty years up to the age of fifty, all who are 
subject to service in the performance of the 
duties for the Tent of Meeting. 31 These are 
their porterage tasks in connection with their 
various duties for the Tent of Meeting: the 
planks, the bars, the posts, and the sockets of 
the Tabernacle; 32 the posts around the 
enclosure and their sockets, pegs, and 
cords—all these furnishings and their service: 
you shall list by name the objects that are 
their porterage tasks. 

ר׃ 21  אמֹֹֽ ה לֵּ ָ֖ה אֶל־מֹשֵֶּ֥ ר יְהֹו  ֵּ֥ א   22וַיְדַבֵּ נ שֹֹׂ֗
ם  ָ֖ ית אֲבֹת  ֵּ֥ ם לְבֵּ ֵ֑ וֹן גַם־הֵּ רְשָ֖ ֵּ֥י גֵּ אש בְנֵּ ֹֹ֛ אֶת־ר

ם׃  ֹֽ ה  23לְמִשְפְחֹת  עְל  מַֹׂ֗ ה ו  נ ָ֜ ים ש  מִבֶן֩ שְלֹשִִׁ֨
א֙  ל־הַב  ם כׇּ ֵ֑ ד אוֹת  ָ֖ה תִפְקֹֹ֣ נ  ים ש  ד בֶן־חֲמִשִֵּ֥ עַֹ֛

ד׃  ֹֽ הֶל מוֹעֵּ ה בְאֵֹּ֥ ָ֖ ד עֲבֹד  א לַעֲבֵֹּ֥ ב ָ֔ א צ  ֹֹ֣  24לִצְב
א׃  ֹֽ ד וּלְמַש  י לַעֲבָֹ֖ נִֵ֑ רְשֻׁ ת הַגֵּ ת מִשְפְחָֹ֖ את עֲבֹדַָ֔ ֹֹ֣ ז

הֶל  22 ן֙ וְאֶת־אֹֹ֣ ת הַמִשְכ  וּ אֶת־יְרִיעֹֹ֤ שְאָ֜ וְנ ִׁ֨
יו  ָ֖ ל  חַש אֲשֶר־ע  ה הַתֵַּ֥ ֹ֛ הוּ וּמִכְסֵּ ד מִכְסֵֵּ֕ מוֹעֵָּ֔
ד׃  ֹֽ הֶל מוֹעֵּ תַח אֵֹּ֥ ךְ פֶָ֖ סַָ֔ ת־מ  ה וְאִֶׁ֨ עְל  ֵ֑  22מִלְמ 

עַר  תַח ׀ שַֹ֣ ךְ ׀ פֶֹ֣ סַֹ֣ ר וְאֶת־מ  צֵָּ֜ ח  י הֶֹֽ ת֩ קַלְעִֵּׁ֨ וְאֵּ
יב  בִָ֔ חַ֙ ס  ן וְעַל־הַמִזְבֵּ֙ ֹ֤ ר עַל־הַמִשְכ  ר אֲשִֶׁ֨ צֵֹּׂ֗ הֶח 
ת  ם וְאִֵּׁ֨ ֵ֑ ת  י עֲבֹד  ָ֖ ל־כְלֵּ ת־כׇּ ם וְאֶֹֽ יהֶָ֔ יתְרֵּ ֹֽ ת֙ מֵּ וְאֵּ

דוּ׃  ֹֽ ב  ם וְע  הֶָ֖ ה ל  שֶֹ֛ ר יֵּע  ל־אֲשֶֶׁ֧ עַל־פִי֩  22כׇּ
י  נִָ֔ רְשֻׁ ֹ֣י הַגֵּ ל־עֲבֹדַת֙ בְנֵּ ה כׇּ יו תִהְיֶֹׂ֗ נ ָ֜ ן וּב  אַהֲרִֹׁ֨
הֶם֙  ם עֲלֵּ ם וּפְקַדְתֶֹ֤ ֵ֑ ת  ל עֲבֹד  ם וּלְכָֹ֖ א ָ֔ ל־מַש  לְכִׇּׁ֨

ם׃  ֹֽ א  ל־מַש  ת כׇּ ָ֖ רֶת אֵּ ת  22בְמִשְמֶָ֔ את עֲבֹדַֹׂ֗ ֹֹ֣ ז
ם  שְמַרְת ָ֔ ד וּמִִׁ֨ ֵ֑ הֶל מוֹעֵּ י בְאֹֹ֣ נִָ֖ רְשֻׁ ֵּ֥י הַגֵּ ת בְנֵּ מִשְפְחֹֹ֛

ן׃ ֹֽ ן הַכֹהֵּ ן־אַהֲרָֹ֖ ר בֶֹֽ מ ָ֔ ית  ָ֖י  22 }ס{ בְיַד֙ אִֹֽ בְנֵּ
ם׃  ֹֽ ד אֹת  ם תִפְקֵֹּ֥ ָ֖ ית־אֲבֹת  ם לְבֵּ ֵּ֥ י לְמִשְפְחֹת  רִֵ֑ מְר 

ד  33 ה וְעַֹ֛ עְל  מַֹׂ֗ ה ו  נ ָ֜ ים ש  מִבֶן֩ שְלֹשִִׁ֨
א  ב ָ֔ א֙ לַצ  ל־הַב  ם כׇּ ֵ֑ ָ֖ה תִפְקְדֵּ נ  ים ש  בֶן־חֲמִשִֵּ֥

ד׃  ֹֽ הֶל מוֹעֵּ ת אֵֹּ֥ ד אֶת־עֲבֹדַָ֖ וְזאֹת֙  31לַעֲבֵֹ֕
ד  ֵ֑ הֶל מוֹעֵּ ם בְאֹֹ֣ ָ֖ ת  ל־עֲבֹד  ם לְכׇּ א ָ֔ רֶת מַש  מִשְמֶֹ֣
יו׃  ֹֽ נ  יו וַאֲד  ֵּ֥ יו וְעַמוּד  ָ֖ ן וּבְרִיח  י֙ הַמִשְכ ָ֔  32קַרְשֵּ
ם֙  דֹת  ֹֽ ם וִיתֵּ יהֶֹׂ֗ יב וְאַדְנֵּ בִָ֜ ר ס  צִֵּׁ֨ י֩ הֶח  וְעַמוּדֵּ
ם  ֵ֑ ת  ל עֲבֹד  ם וּלְכָֹ֖ יהֶָ֔ ל־כְלֵּ ם לְכִׇּׁ֨ יהֶָ֔ יתְרֵּ ֹ֣ וּמֵּ

ם׃ ֹֽ א  רֶת מַש  י מִשְמֵֶּ֥ ָ֖ וּ אֶת־כְלֵּ ת תִפְקְדָ֔ מֹֹ֣  וּבְשֵּ
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Shabbat Morning Haftarah Reading 
Judges 13:2-7 

2 There was a certain man from Zorah, of the 
stock of Dan, whose name was Manoah. His 
wife was infertile and had borne no children. 

3 An angel of GOD appeared to the woman 
and said to her, “ You are infertile and have 
borne no children; but you shall conceive and 
bear a son. 

4 Now be careful not to drink wine or other 
intoxicant, or to eat anything impure. 

5 For you are going to conceive and bear a 
son; let no razor touch his head, for the boy is 
to be a nazirite to God from the womb on. He 
shall be the first to deliver Israel from the 
Philistines.”  

6 The woman went and told her husband, 
“ An agent of God came to me; he looked like 
an angel of God, very frightening. I did not 
ask him where he was from, nor did he tell 
me his name. 

7 He said to me, ‘You are going to conceive 
and bear a son. Drink no wine or other 
intoxicant, and eat nothing impure, for the 
boy is to be a nazirite to God from the womb 
to the day of his death!’”  

י 2  נִָ֖ חַת הַד  ה מִמִשְפֵַּ֥ ֹ֛ רְע  ד מִצׇּ ֶׁ֧ יש אֶח  וַיְהִי֩ אִִׁ֨
ה׃ ד  ֹֽ א י ל  ֵֹּ֥ ה וְל ָ֖ ר  וֹ עֲק  וֹחַ וְאִשְתֵּ֥ נֵ֑ וֹ מ    וּשְמֹ֣

אמֶר 3  ֹֹ֣ ה וַי ֵ֑ אִש  ָ֖ה אֶל־ה  א מַלְאַךְ־יְהֹו  ֵּ֥ וַיֵּר 
ית  רִָ֖ דְתְ וְה  א י לַָ֔ ֹֹ֣ ה֙ וְל ר  ֹ֤א אַתְ־עֲק  יה  הִנֵּה־נ  לֶֹׂ֗ אֵּ

ן׃ ֹֽ דְתְ בֵּ   וְי לֵַּ֥

ר 4  ֵ֑ כ  י יַַֹ֣֣יִן וְשֵּ א וְאַל־תִשְתִָ֖ מְרִי נ ָ֔ ֹ֣ ה֙ הִש  וְעַת 
א׃ ֹֽ מֵּ ל־ט  י כׇּ   וְאַל־תאֹכְלִָ֖

ה 2  ה֙ לאֹ־יַעֲלֶֹ֣ ן וּמוֹר  דְתְ בֵֹּׂ֗ ה וְיֹלַֹ֣ ָ֜ ר  ךְ ה  כִי֩ הִנ ִׁ֨
הְיֵֶּ֥ה הַנַָ֖עַר  ים יִֹֽ י־נְזִֶׁ֧יר אֱלֹהִֹ֛ וֹ כִֹֽ עַל־ראֹשָ֔

ל  ָ֖ אֵּ יעַ אֶת־יִשְר  ל לְהוֹשִֵּ֥ ֹ֛ וּא י חֵּ טֶן וְהֹׂ֗ ֵ֑ מִן־הַב 
ים׃   מִיֵַּ֥ד פְלִשְתִֹֽ

אמֹר֒ 2  הּ֮ לֵּ אמֶר לְאִיש  ֹֹ֣ ה וַת אִש ֹׂ֗ א ה  ֹֹ֣ ב וַת 
ה  ֹ֛ הוּ כְמַרְאֵּ י וּמַרְאֵֵּ֕ לַָ֔ א אֵּ ֹ֣ אֱלֹהִים֙ ב  ֹֽ יש ה  אִֹ֤

יהוּ֙  א שְאִלְתִ֙ ֹֹ֤ ד וְל א מְאֵֹ֑ ֹ֣ ים נוֹר  אֱלֹהִָ֖ ךְ ה  מַלְאֵַּ֥
י׃ יד לִֹֽ וֹ לאֹ־הִגִֵּ֥ וּא וְאֶת־שְמָ֖ י־מִזֶֹ֣ה הָ֔ ֹֽ   אֵּ

ה 2  ן וְעַת ָּ֞ ֵ֑ דְתְ בֵּ ה וְיֹלַֹ֣ ָ֖ ר  ֵַּ֥֣ךְ ה  י הִנ  אמֶר לִָ֔ ֹֹ֣ וַי
אכְלִי֙  ֹֹֽ ר וְאַל־ת כ ֹׂ֗ י ׀ יַַֹ֣֣יִן וְשֵּ אַל־תִשְתִֹ֣

עַר  הְיֶֹ֣ה הַנַָ֔ י־נְזִֹ֤יר אֱלֹהִים֙ יִֹֽ ה כִֹֽ מְא ָ֔ ל־טֻׁ כׇּ
וֹ׃ וֹם מוֹתֹֽ טֶן עַד־יֵּ֥  }פ{ מִן־הַבֶָ֖
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In Memoriam: May 24 to May 30, 2026 
Yahrzeit (anniversary of death) 

May the source of peace send peace to all who mourn and comfort to all who are bereaved 

Shloshim (30 days of mourning) 

Murray Felzer      Joan Dolores Glatthorn    Gerald Pomper   

 Janet Rappoport      Arthur Rose     Tziporah Segal      

Eugene S. Anathan 
Jeanette Morris Arnold 
Laura S. Axelrod 
George Bamberger 
Daisy Anathan Bayersdorfer 
Hana Kauffman Baylinson 
Donald Beckman 
Allen H. Berkman 
Rhoda Bobrow Biberman 
Mary Sheller Braiger 
Aaron Braveman 
I. Jerome Broder 
Morris Caplan 
James Carl 
Alfred P. Carlton, Jr. 
Alan F. Chock 
Kathy Cohen 
Howard Davidson 
Jacqueline Pearl Singer Edelson 
Lillian Arlene Eigner 
Rose Vivian Faber 
S. Mayer Feldenheimer 
Brenda Flock 
Robert Frankl 
Judge Leopold C. Glass 
Jay Leonard Goldberg 
George B. Goldman 
Elliot J. Goldman, Jr. 
Estelle Marks Goldstein 
Eve Goldweber 
Lea F. Goulson 
Samuel Greeh 

Esther Manko Gross 
Clarabeth Grossman 
Bertha Isaac Henly 
Joseph Jacobs 
Blanche Jay 
Mickey Kahn 
Nathan Kaplan 
Alfred D. Katz 
Mollie Kins 
Sylvia Koenigsberg 
Henry I. Koplin 
Myer Kricheff  
Judith Lerner 
Leah Lev 
Marcia Lipschutz  
Victor Lowenstein  
Leah Silberman Manko 
Thelma Marlowe 
Leon I. Mesirov 
I. Paul Morris 
Gussie K. Myers 
John Newton 
Bertha Oppenheimer 
Joseph Oppenheimer 
Sylvie Papernik 
Elizabeth J. Paul 
Ida Perkins 
Sally Pielet 
Gertrude Plotnick 
Florence L. Pollack 
David Promir 
Irvin Reber 

Abraham M. Rechtman 
Leon D. Reinheimer 
Nan Fisher Robb 
Gordon F. Rogers 
Aaron Dodd Rosen 
Morris Ruberg 
Abraham Sablosky 
Morton J. Sablosky 
Otto T. Salzer 
Grace B. Samuels 
Gustav Sattler 
Abe Schlesinger 
Morris Schmeltzer 
Hyman Schubert 
Isaac Schuman 
Rose Waldner Segal 
Elaine Sherman 
Arthur Silverblatt 
Bernard Steinberg 
Andy Stern 
Gertrude Selig  
 Sternberger 
Hannah Bacharach                                               
Strousse 
Blanche L. Sundheim 
Kenneth Syken 
Ellen Tatarka 
Louise Dortort Watnik 
Samuel Pat Weiss 
Frank Zal 
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Rodeph Shalom Vision Statement 
 

 Immersed in Jewish time  ♦   Guided by enduring values  ♦   Compelled to moral action 

We create profound connections 

 

Immersed in Jewish time 
Sustained by the sacred rhythms of the Jewish year, pivotal moments of the 
Jewish life cycle, and generations of Jewish history, we are part of something 
greater than ourselves. Living in Jewish time teaches us how to express 
meaning in the everyday, to gather as a community, and to walk with each other 
through the joys and sorrows of our lives. 
 

Guided by enduring values 
The timeless wisdom of our tradition inspires our intentional quest for truth, 
righteousness, and purpose amid the uncertainties we face in our world. We 
dedicate ourselves to Judaism’s ethical messages to treat each other with 
loving-kindness. The faithful, the skeptic—and those who perceive God in 
different ways—wrestle to renew the teachings of Torah for our present and for 
the future of the Jewish people. 
 

Compelled to moral action 
In a broken world, we commit to be a voice of conscience and to engage in the 
work of social justice. From our doorstep to our neighborhood and beyond, we 
welcome the stranger and embrace our responsibility to connect with and learn 
from others. 
 

We create profound connections 
We seek meaning in shared experiences and cherish our diverse perspectives. 
We who are new to synagogue life or have extensive Jewish backgrounds; we 
who are Jewish or who share our lives with Jews; we who live within different 
family constellations, who are of all abilities, gender identities, sexual 
orientations, races, and generations: we enter the synagogue to celebrate, to 
learn, to laugh, to heal, to pray, to challenge ourselves, and to connect with 
others about the deepest questions of our lives. 

https://rodephshalom.org/vision/
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Our Clergy, Staff, and Lay Leadership Welcome You!      

Senior Rabbi  

JILL L. MADERER (she/her) 
 

Rabbi 

ELI C. FREEDMAN (he/him) 
 

Cantor  

BRADLEY D. HYMAN (he/him) 
 

Executive Director  

JOSH LASTER (he/him) 
 

Director of Youth Learning and 
Engagement 

JENNIFER D. JAMES (she/her) 
 

Director of Operations 

RENEE CARL (she/her) 
 

Buerger ELC Jewish Engagement  

ANDREA S. MILLER (she/her)  
 

Rabbis Emeriti  

ALAN D. FUCHS (he/him) 

WILLIAM I. KUHN (he/him) 
 

Communications Manager 

ALYSSA S. GELLER (she/her) 
 

Clergy Assistant  

SOPHIA SCHWAB (she/her) 

 

Director of Membership and  

Community Engagement 

STEVEN B. SHARE (he/him) 
 

Philanthropy Director 

NEIL D. WISE (he/him) 
 

Membership & Philanthropy 
Assistant  

MICHAEL SAKS (he/him) 
 

After School Program Director  

HADASAH YAQOB-JOHNSON 
(she/we) 

 

Youth Engagement Coordinator  

JEM OSHINS (they/them) 
 

Education Assistant  

AKIVA WOODS (he/him) 
 

Controller  

ERIKA CRUZ (she/her) 
 

Staff Accountant  

LETTY NORTH (she/her) 
 

Administrative Assistant  

ADAM COHEN (he/him) 

President  

JONATHAN M. BRODER (he/him)  
 

Immediate Past President  

HENRY B. BERNSTEIN (he/him)  
 

President Elect  

MARSHA WEINRAUB (she/her)  
 

Vice Presidents 

MICHELLE BRANCHEAU-FOGG  

(she/her)  

LAUREL GLASER (she/her)  

KATHERINE H. YULMAN (she/her)  
 

Treasurer  

TERRY D. SILVER (he/him)  
 

Assistant Treasurer  

DAVID STIFFMAN (he/him)  
 

Secretary  

SUSAN R. BEHR (she/her)  
 

Board of Directors 

EMILY COLLIER (she/they)  

NED HANOVER (he/him)  

LISA KAGEL (she/her)  

HOLLY LENTZ KLEEMAN (she/her)  

DAVID S. MANDELL (he/him)  

MICHAEL A. RICCARDI (he/him)  

We would like to hear from you! Please contact:  
Steven Share, Director of Membership & Community Engagement (he/him),  

via email at sshare@rodephshalom.org.  
 

www.rodephshalom.org  215-627-6747 
Facebook.com/CongregationRodephShalom   

mailto:sshare@rodephshalom.org?subject=Membership%20Inquiry%20
https://rodephshalom.org/
Facebook.com/CongregationRodephShalom

