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% Ohev Shalom v’Rodeph Shalom ¥
Love peace and pursue it (Pirkei Avot 1:12)

Saturday Shabbat Morning Service

October 3, 2026 | 22 Tishrei, 5787
Bar Mitzvah: Evan Vedder Rubinsohn

Welcome!

Who belongs here at Congregation Rodeph Shalom?
Whether you are...

Black, brown, white, Latinx, Asian, Indigenous, or multi-racial
Queer, gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, questioning, or straight
Three days old, 30 years old, or 103 years old
Single, married, with/without kids, divorced, widowed, or partnered
Living in Philadelphia, the suburbs, or elsewhere
Struggling with addictions or know someone in that position
A student, looking for a job, or gainfully employed
Disabled, able-bodied, or a person of differing abilities
Neurodiverse or neurotypical
New to Judaism or a lifelong member
Seeking your path, Jewish or not
You belong here at Rodeph Shalom!

Where equity, inclusion, and diversity are our congregational values!




Shabbat Morning Service
Introduction to the
Saturday Morning Service

Often, during our Saturday morning service, we
celebrate b’nai mitzvah. In Jewish tradition, this is
when a young person begins to take on the rights and
responsibilities of an adult in the religious community
at the age of thirteen. At that age, those who identify
as boys become “bar mitzvah,” which means a “son of the commandments.” Those
who identify as girls become “bat mitzvah,” or “daughter of the commandments.” The
plural is “b’nai mitzvah” — children of the commandments — which also is a term used
by some children who identify as non-binary or gender fluid.

The b’nai mitzvah ceremony formally marks the occasion when one has the right to
take part in leading religious services and the responsibility to perform mitzvot
(commandments). It is an opportunity to welcome the young person into our
congregation as a full spiritual member of the Jewish community.

In its earliest and most basic form, a b’nai mitzvah is the celebrant's first aliyah (literally
“going up”), the honor of saying the blessings before and after the reading of the Torah
(the handwritten scroll of the 5 books of Moses). The Torah is the first part of the
Hebrew Bible, also known as the Tanakh, which also includes the Prophets (e.g.
Jeremiah, Isaiah) and the Writings (e.g. Psalms, Proverbs).

At Rodeph Shalom, a b’nai mitzvah student learns and recites the weekly Torah
portion and the haftarah portion (selection from the Prophets) in its traditional chant
(trope). The celebrant also leads part of the worship service and gives a d’var Torah
(literally a “word of Torah”), which is a teaching that reflects their understanding of their
Torah portion and how it applies to life today.

B’nai mitzvah generally occurs during 7™ or 8" grade. At Rodeph Shalom, Jewish
learning continues through 12" grade and culminates in a special community
celebration of all that the teens have learned and the relationships they have built.

It is customary to wish a hearty “mazel tov” (wish of congratulations) to the b’nai
mitzvah and their families. Congregation Rodeph Shalom wishes you a Shabbat
Shalom — a peaceful Sabbath.



Saturday Shabbat Morning Service
October 3, 2026 | 22 Tishrei, 5787

Led by: Rabbi Jill Maderer, Rabbi Eli Freedman,
and Cantor Brad Hyman

Bar Mitzvah: Evan Vedder Rubinsohn,
son of Joanne & Marc Rubinsohn

Board Representative: Jonathan Krause

Evan Vedder Rubinsohn, son of Joanne & Marc Rubinsohn, grandson of
Bill & Deborah Rubinsohn and Carole & Barry Budilov and great grandson of
Shirley Somerman, will become a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, October 3. Evan is
an 8th grader at William Penn Charter School. For his mitzvah project, Evan
supported Shane's Future Days, which raises awareness of childhood cancer.
Evan says the most meaningful part of his Bar Mitzvah journey at RS has been
the people he has met.



Shabbat Morning Torah Reading
Parashat B'reishit (Simchat Torah): Genesis 1:1-13

1 When God began to create heaven and
earth— 2 the earth being unformed and
void, with darkness over the surface of the
deep and a wind from God sweeping over
the water— 3 God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. 4 God saw that the
light was good, and God separated the
light from the darkness. 5 God called the
light Day and called the darkness Night.
And there was evening and there was
morning, a first day. 6 God said, “Let there
be an expanse in the midst of the water,
that it may separate water from water.” 7
God made the expanse, and it separated
the water which was below the expanse
from the water which was above the
expanse. And it was so. 8 God called the
expanse Sky. And there was evening and
there was morning, a second day. 9 God
said, “Let the water below the sky be
gathered into one area, that the dry land
may appear.” And it was so. 10 God called
the dry land Earth and called the gathering
of waters Seas. And God saw that this was
good. 11 And God said, “Let the earth
sprout vegetation: seed-bearing plants, fruit
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit
with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The
earth brought forth vegetation: seed-
bearing plants of every kind, and trees of
every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it.
And God saw that this was good. 13 And
there was evening and there was morning,
a third day.
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In Memoriam: September 27, 2026 to October 3, 2026
Yahrzeit (anniversary of death)

Bella Allen

Lilyan Young Auspitz
Helen C. Bacharach
Frances Asher Ball
Joseph Bell

Louis R. Berkowitz
Neil Bernstein

Philip J. Blanckensee
Lillian Brandes
Benjamin Brind

Irwin Brod

Stanley Irving Broude
Nancy Brown

Sally Buchbinder
Elsie G. Cooper

Julie H. S. Daniel
Norman Deitch

Maty Djerassi

Jacob S. Dreifus
Minnie Edelman

Irwin Ehrlich

Mildred Kohn Ellman
Dora Fink

Morris Fischbach
Victor H. Frank

Sara Cohen Goldberg
Selma T. Goldy
Sanford N. Gordon

Anthony "Tony" Robert Gross Philip H. Rose

Simon Gruenberg
William Hall

Louis Halprin

William Hecht
Florence Hershman
Henry Walter Isenberg
Pauline R. Jacobs
Clara R. Jacobs
Esther A. Jacobs
Zelda Jaffe

Henry Kogan

Paul Kolber

Max Levin

Samuel Jacob Levitt
Janet Loeb

Carrie K. Louchheim
William J. Luria

Philip S. Malickson
Caroline Seidenbach Miller
Hattie Neumann

Leon Obermayer
Maurice Osser

Helen D. Pasternak
Elsie Serfer Polikoff
Beatrice B. Rheinstrom
Corinne A. Ribakoff
David Richter

Ethel (Sokolove) Gordon Edgar S. Rolle

Maurice Gross

Isabel Forrest

Tonia Burris

Michael Phillip Greenspan

Sylvia Moss Rosenberg
Robert Rosengard
Thomas Rudnick
Rebecca K. Serfer
Sadye Serody

Helen Shecora

Sarah Baram Sheinfeld
David J. Sickles

Henry Simson
Solomon "Peter" Solis-Cohen, I
Irene Solmonson
Lillian Solomon

Henry Spiegel

Harry Stanley

Rose Sternberg

Sonya Gross Stiffel
Felix Strousse
Rosemary Sweeney
Harry H. Teitelman
Aaron Teller

Charles H. Vendig
Elsie Weiss

Florence Willinger
Rabbi Eric Wisnia
Grace Rice Wolf
Fannie Wolff

Dorothy B. Woolman
Joseph Wotiz

Shloshim (30 days of mourning)
Tim Dougherty

Andres Weisz, Jr.

May the source of peace send peace to all who mourn and comfort to all who are bereaved.



Rodeph Shalom Community Events

MULTIFAITH DEMOCRACY FORUM

Athree-part dialogu by The Perfe d Masjidullah Mosque to
deepen understa ty, and mobilize voter

W RABBIELI FREEDMAN

Multifaith Democracy Forum:
Evangelical Christianity & Democracy
with Imam Idris Abdul-Zahir
Thursday, October 8 at 6:30 p.m.
at Masjidullah Mosque

*  PASTORKEVIN BROWN Y IMAM IDRIS ABDUL-ZAHIR

The Belonging Project Havdalah
Saturday, October 17 at 6:00 p.m. at The
Spring Gardens (1832 North Street)
Mark the end of Shabbat together at The
Spring Gardens, with an opportunity to
connect with fellow RS members through
facilitated conversation.

Register here: bit.ly/bpocthavdalah

Contact Cara Schneider Bongiorno
(caraschneiderbongiorno@gmail.com).

WHOIS
AMERICAN?

LILACORWINBERMAN B

Who is American? Belonging
and the Question of Jewish Citizenship
with Professor Lila Corwin Berman

Thursday, October 15 at 7:00 p.m. at RS
Hosted by LawyeRS and sponsored by the Joseph W. Rosenbluth Fuda_

Multifaith Clergl Voices: A Panel Moderated by

CNN Anchor & Chief Political Correspondent
Dana Bash
Wednesdu! November 11 at 7:00 p.m. at RS

Sponsore: i)y the Alfred & Helen O. Sellers Fund

To Register:

https://rode

istrations/



https://rodephshalom.org/eventregistrations/
bit.ly/bpocthavdalah
mailto:caraschneiderbongiorno@gmail.com

Rodeph Shalom Vision Statement

Immersed in Jewish time ¢ Guided by enduring values ¢ Compelled to moral action
We create profound connections

Immersed in Jewish time

Sustained by the sacred rhythms of the Jewish year, pivotal moments of the
Jewish life cycle, and generations of Jewish history, we are part of something
greater than ourselves. Living in Jewish time teaches us how to express
meaning in the everyday, to gather as a community, and to walk with each other
through the joys and sorrows of our lives.

Guided by enduring values

The timeless wisdom of our tradition inspires our intentional quest for truth,
righteousness, and purpose amid the uncertainties we face in our world. We
dedicate ourselves to Judaism’s ethical messages to treat each other with
loving-kindness. The faithful, the skeptic—and those who perceive God in
different ways—uwrestle to renew the teachings of Torah for our present and for
the future of the Jewish people.

Compelled to moral action

In a broken world, we commit to be a voice of conscience and to engage in the
work of social justice. From our doorstep to our neighborhood and beyond, we
welcome the stranger and embrace our responsibility to connect with and learn
from others.

We create profound connections

We seek meaning in shared experiences and cherish our diverse perspectives.
We who are new to synagogue life or have extensive Jewish backgrounds; we
who are Jewish or who share our lives with Jews; we who live within different
family constellations, who are of all abilities, gender identities, sexual
orientations, races, and generations: we enter the synagogue to celebrate, to
learn, to laugh, to heal, to pray, to challenge ourselves, and to connect with
others about the deepest questions of our lives.


https://rodephshalom.org/vision/

Our Clergy, Staff, and Lay Leadership Welcome You!

Senior Rabbi
JILL L. MADERER (she/her)

Rabbi
ELI C. FREEDMAN (he/him)

Cantor
BRADLEY D. HYMAN (he/him)

Executive Director
JOSH LASTER (he/him)

Director of Youth Learning and
Engagement

JENNIFER D. JAMES (she/her)

Director of Operations
RENEE CARL (she/her)

Buerger ELC Jewish Engagement
ANDREA S. MILLER (she/her)

Rabbis Emeriti
ALAN D. FUCHS (he/him)
WILLIAM I. KUHN (he/him)

Communications Manager
ALYSSA S. GELLER (she/her)

Clergy Assistant
SOPHIA SCHWAB (she/her)

Director of Membership and
Community Engagement
STEVEN B. SHARE (he/him)

Philanthropy Director
NEIL D. WISE (he/him)

Membership & Philanthropy
Assistant

MICHAEL SAKS (he/him)

Youth Engagement Coordinator
JAKE WEITZMAN (he/him)

Controller
ERIKA CRUZ (she/her)

Staff Accountant
LETTY NORTH (she/her)

Administrative Assistant
ADAM COHEN (he/him)

RODEPH
SHALOM

President
MARSHA WEINRAUB (she/her)

Immediate Past President
JONATHAN M. BRODER (he/him)

Vice Presidents
MICHELLE BRANCHEAU-FOGG
(she/her)

LAUREL GLASER (she/her)
KATHERINE H. YULMAN (she/her)

Treasurer
TERRY D. SILVER (he/him)

Assistant Treasurer
DAVID STIFFMAN (he/him)

Secretary
SUSAN R. BEHR (she/her)

Board of Directors
CARA SCHNEIDER BONGIORNO
(she/her)

EMILY COLLIER (she/they)
SUSAN FRANKEL (she/her)
NED HANOVER (he/him)
LISA KAGEL (she/her)
HOLLY LENTZ KLEEMAN (she/her)
DAVID S. MANDELL (he/him)
MICHAEL A. RICCARDI (he/him)

We would like to hear from you! Please contact:
Steven Share, Director of Membership & Community Engagement (he/him),
via email at sshare@rodephshalom.org.

www.rodephshalom.org
215-627-6747

Facebook.com/CongregationRodephShalom



mailto:sshare@rodephshalom.org?subject=Membership%20Inquiry%20
https://rodephshalom.org/
Facebook.com/CongregationRodephShalom

